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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH OF FONTANELLE 
Fontanelle, NE  68044    

Sixth Sunday of Easter                  10:30 am                                     May 17, 2020     

 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE            
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Psalm 66:20; Acts 17:30 
P: Brothers and sisters, God not only asks us to repent, but also assures us of forgiveness. Therefore, 

let us confess our sins to the one who is steadfast love. 
 
Pause for a moment of silent reflection. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  1 Peter 3:16, 21; John 14:15, 21 
C: Loving God, we do not always keep your commandments; we fail to love you; our conscience is 

not clear. Wash us in the water of life that we may live again through the grace and mercy of Jesus, 
our resurrected Savior. Amen. 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS     1 Peter 3:21-22 John 14:16, 18 
P: Sisters and brothers, God forgives, restores, and strengthens us through the risen Christ. Know 

that you are forgiven and be at peace. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

OPENING HYMN     The Day of Resurrection   
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE   Jesus Christ is Risen Today (Vs. 1, 2, 4)     
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PRAYER OF THE DAY     Acts 17: 28; 1 Peter 3:15; John 14:15-21 
P:  Let us pray,  
C: Loving God, in whom we live and move and have our being, help us to choose life in you, that we 

may keep the commands of Jesus, follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit, and witness to the hope 
that is within us, sharing Christ’s love in the world. Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS 
 FIRST LESSON:  Acts 17:22-31 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know nothing of either 
Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown god” whom they worship is the true Lord of 
heaven and earth who will judge the world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely religious you 
are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as 
unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, 
as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. 
From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of their 
existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would search for God 
and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. For ‘In him 
we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we too are his 
offspring.’ Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or 
stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has overlooked the times of 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on 
which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he 
has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 
 
    PSALMODY:   Psalm 66:8-20 
8 Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. 
9 Our God has kept us among the living and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
10 For you, O God, have tested us; you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
11 You brought us into the net; you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
12 You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water, but you brought us out into a 
place of refreshment. 
13 I will enter your house with burnt offerings and will pay you my vows— 
14 those that I promised with my lips and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
15 I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; I will give you oxen and goats.  
16 Come and listen, all you who believe, and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
17 I called out to God with my mouth, and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
18 If I had cherished evil in my heart, the Lord would not have heard me; 
19 but in truth God has heard me and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
20 Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, nor withheld unfailing love from me.  
 

SECOND LESSON:  1 Peter 3:13-22 
The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of defamation and 

persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance with what is right. 
Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? But even if you do suffer for doing what 

is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, but in your hearts 
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to anyone who demands from you an 
accounting for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience 
clear, so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may be 
put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer for  
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doing evil. For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to 
bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, in which also he went 
and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, who in former times did not obey, when God waited 
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 
saved through water. And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from  
the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Be Not Afraid 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according St. John, the 14th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of John 14:15-21.) 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience to his 
commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 

Jesus said to the disciples: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever. This is the Spirit of truth, whom 
the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he 
abides with you, and he will be in you. 
          “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. In a little while the world will no longer see 
me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. On that day you will know that I am in my 
Father, and you in me, and I in you. They who have my commandments and keep them are those 
who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal 
myself to them.” 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.                          
   
CHILDREN’S SERMON      Children of the Heavenly Father  (Vs. 1 & 4) 
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SERMON 

 
SERMON HYMN  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus       
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
   He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
   He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
   He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
   He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
   the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
   the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS FOR GOD'S PEOPLE 
P: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: Hear our prayer. 
 

OFFERING/OFFERTORY   Thy Holy Wings      
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OFFERTORY PRAYER  1 Peter 3:16; John 14:15-21 
P: O loving God, we give you thanks that you have placed in the hearts of your faithful people the gift 

of generosity and the desire to keep your commands. Bless these gifts and use them to reveal to all 
tribes, nations, and peoples your love in Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.                           
                            
CLOSING HYMN   Go, My Children, with My Blessing     
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BENEDICTION 

P: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and 

turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

CHIMES    

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                       

LIGHT TAKEN OUT INTO THE WORLD 
+INDICATES CONGREGATION STANDS (for those able) 

 
Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 

Tricia Siburg    ---   Pianist   
Rich and Ruth Brown   ---   Lectors 

     
WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 

 
The baptismal font is left open if you wish to take a moment of prayer and  

remember your baptism, today or during the week. 
THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
No in-person activities are scheduled this week. 
Sundays at 9:30am - High School Gathering on Zoom  
Sundays at 10:30am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live 
Sundays at 11:30am - Virtual Fellowship on Zoom Video link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89780986713?pwd=bHQyVkQ0R2ZwY3JKaXZMdHJVN0dBdz09 
     Password: 101609; Call in number by phone: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Meeting ID: 897 8098 6713 

Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12 
Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message with Pastor Allison on Facebook  
Wednesdays at 6:00pm - Confirmation instruction with Pastor Allison on Zoom - Video 

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116893554?pwd=Q2Z2cW9ob3JvR1NSRi9rYVBkMC90Zz09 
Meeting ID: 881 1689 3554; Password: 150507 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm - W.E.W. Wednesday Evening Worship on Facebook live 
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Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30 
Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12 
     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122. 

 
MANY THANKS TO Tricia Siburg for serving as our pianist today.  
 
FOLLOWING MONDAY NIGHT’S CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING it was decided we will continue on-line 
service through May 31, at which time the Governor's current health directive runs out.  After May 31 it is our 
plan to phase back into in person worship while still taking into account the Governor's next health directive and 
the Synod recommendations.  On June 7 we are hoping to do an in person worship outside, weather 
permitting, at our new summer worship time of 9:30.  We think this could happen with pastor standing on the 
top of the South church steps with congregation members spreading out in lawn chairs.  We will continue the 
on-line Facebook service option moving forward so anyone who still feels like that is a better option for them 
can watch from home. This would allow for social distancing outside while testing the waters of how in person 
service could look moving forward. We will update everyone after May 31 about our June 7 plans.  Thank 
you for your continued patience and prayers as we are entering unchartered waters moving forward.  Your 
health and safety is our biggest concern.   Salem Church Council 
 

160TH ANNIVERSARY UPDATE – The 160th Anniversary Committee met and have recommended that 
the anniversary be postponed until sometime in the fall due to COVID19. With all the uncertainty out 
there, they thought it was best to wait until fall and see what happens.  Updates will be shared as they 
become available. 
 
SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS – the hours for worship for the summer will be Worship at 9:30 am 
followed by Fellowship at 10:30 am, beginning June 7 thru August 30, 2020. 
 

PASTOR ALLISON AND DEACON TIMOTHY will continue with Wednesday Evening Worship (WEW) 
beginning at 7:00 pm on our Facebook page – there will be a reading, a daily lectionary reflection and bring 
your prayers for Prayers of the People. 

 
THE MOWING SIGNUP SHEET is posted at Salem and also available on Signup Genius – if you need any 
assistance, please feel free to call the church. 
 
IF YOU FEEL so inclined and would like to do some clean up items at Salem – posted on the bulletin board is a 
list of items to be done.  Please add your name after each item if it has been completed.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL GATHERING ONLINE - Salem's high schoolers are gathering over Zoom weekly on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30am before worship. If you are a high schooler and would like to join their devotional time, 
please contact Jolynn Hull.  
 
DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee 
and bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two 
(salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our 
faith at home. We are the body of Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during 
this season! Thanks to those who have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here 
at: https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-album 

  
Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and  reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #236422/20465891; One License #A-725880     The Day of Resurrection – John of 

Damascus/John Mason Neale/Public Domain; Jesus Christ is Risen Today – Charles Wesley/J. Walsh/Public Domain; Be Not Afraid – Jacques 
Berthier/Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publication, Inc.; Children of the Heavenly Father – Carolina Sandell Berg/Ernst W. Olson/1925 Board of 
Publication, Lutheran Church of America, admin. Augsburg Fortress/Public Doman; Alleluia, Sing to Jesus – William C. Dix/Rowland H. 
Prichard/Public Domain; Thy Holy Wings – Carolina Sandell Berg/Gracia Grindal/1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah Publications Inc./Public Domain; 
Go, My Children, with My Blessing – 1983 Jaroslav Vajda/1983 Concordia Publishing House arr. The English Hymnal/Oxford University Press, 1906.  
All rights reserved. Reprinted of permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship companion, Copyright 2014. 
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