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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH OF FONTANELLE 
Fontanelle, NE  68044    

Ascension of Our Lord                  10:30 am                                     May 24, 2020     

 

GATHERING 
 

PRELUDE            
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION  Luke 24:46-53; Ephesians 1:15-23 
P: Jesus tells us that repentance and forgiveness is to be offered in his name. Therefore, let us 

confess our sins to God, who assures us of new life through the power of Christ’s redeeming love. 
 
Pause for a moment of silent reflection. 
 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 
C: Living God, we confess that our faith is sometimes weak, our love for others can be faint, our 

prayers are often timid, and our gratitude is frequently unconvincing. When we stand looking 
toward heaven, yet feel far from you, you draw near in mercy to forgive us, and fill us with your 
power, through the grace of Jesus, our resurrected Savior. Amen. 

 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS     Acts 1:8; Ephesians 1:19; Luke 24:47-48 
P: Sisters and brothers, as Christ is our witness, God’s power to pardon is immeasurable. Therefore, 

proclaim this good news to the ends of the earth; through the mercy of Christ, our sins are forgiven. 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 

OPENING HYMN      A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!    
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APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAISE    Lord, I Lift Your Name on High    
 

Lord, I lift your name on high.  Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay; from the cross to the grave, 

from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high. 
 

Lord I lift your name on high.  Lord, I love to sing your praises. 
I’m so glad you’re in my life, I’m so glad you came to save us. 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
from the earth to the cross my debt to pay; from the cross to the grave, 

from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high. 
 

You came from heaven to earth to show the way, 
from the earth to the cross, my debt to pay; from the cross to the grave, 

from the grave to the sky; Lord, I lift your name on high. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY     Acts 1:1-11; Ephesians 1:15-23; Luke 24:44-53 
P: Let us pray, 
C: O God of glory, sovereign of all nations, the risen and ascended Christ calls us to carry your 

message of life to all people. Led by the power of your Holy Spirit, may we witness always to the 
hope to which we are called as we share Christ’s love to the ends of the earth. Amen. 

 
THE LESSONS 
 FIRST LESSON:  Acts 1:1-11 

Before he is lifted into heaven, Jesus promises that the missionary work of the disciples will spread out 
from Jerusalem to all the world. His words provide an outline of the book of Acts. 
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Luke writes: In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of 
God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the 
promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John baptized with water, 
but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.” 
   So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Father has 
set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” When he 
had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. While he 
was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by 
them. They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has 
been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 
 
    PSALMODY:    Psalm 47 
1 Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a joyful sound. 
2 For the LORD Most High is to be feared: a great king over all the earth, 
3 who subdues the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet; 
4 who chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom God loves.  
5 God has gone up with a shout, the LORD with the sound of the ram’s horn. 
6 Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises. 
7 For God is king of all the earth; sing praises with a song. 
8 God reigns over the nations; God is enthroned on high. 
9 The nobles of the peoples have gathered as the people of the God of Abraham. The rulers of the 
earth belong to God, who is highly exalted.  
 

SECOND LESSON:  Ephesians 1:15-23 
The risen and exalted Christ reigns over the entire universe. The author of Ephesians prays that we are 

given the wisdom to know the power of the risen Christ and the empowering hope that the knowledge of this 
inheritance provides. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which 
he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the 
immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great 
power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above 
every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has put all things 
under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the church, which is his body, the 
fullness of him who fills all in all. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Be Not Afraid 
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GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Luke 24:44-53.) 

On the day of his ascension, Jesus leaves his disciples with a commission, a blessing, and a promise of 
the Holy Spirit. 

Jesus said to the eleven and those with them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms 
must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, 
“Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 
   Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he 
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they worshiped him, 
and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple blessing God. 
P: The Gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ.                          
   
CHILDREN’S SERMON       Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus loves me, this I know for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to Him belong, they are weak but He is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me. 
Yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

SERMON 

 
SERMON HYMN  Beautiful Savior     
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:  NICENE CREED   
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, of all that is seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
   eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 
   true God, from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 
   Through him all things were made.   
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit 
   he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; 
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life 
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the prophets.  
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS FOR GOD'S PEOPLE 
P:  Lord, in your mercy. 
C:  Hear our prayer. 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY  Rejoice, for Christ is King!      
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OFFERTORY PRAYER   
P: O God of all glory and majesty, we give you thanks for the gift of your Son, and his power to work in 

our lives and our gifts. Bless these gifts for the benefits they afford in bringing life to others in our 
name. Bless our lives that we may be your witness to the end of the earth as we love and serve 
you, O God most high. Amen. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
       thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 
       on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread; 
       and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
       but deliver us from evil. 
    For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.                           
 
CLOSING HYMN   I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me       
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BENEDICTION 

P: May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead raise you to new life, fill you with hope, and 

turn your mourning into dancing. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

CHIMES    

 

DISMISSAL 

P: Christ is risen, just as he said. Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                       

LIGHT TAKEN OUT INTO THE WORLD 
+INDICATES CONGREGATION STANDS (for those able) 

 
Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 

Deacon Timothy Siburg    ---  Organist/Pianist   
     
WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 

 
The baptismal font is left open if you wish to take a moment of prayer and  

remember your baptism, today or during the week. 
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THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
TUESDAY, MAY 26:   Quitters      9:00 am 
 
Sundays at 9:30am - High School Gathering on Zoom  
Sundays at 10:30am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live 
Sundays at 11:30am - Virtual Fellowship on Zoom Video link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89780986713?pwd=bHQyVkQ0R2ZwY3JKaXZMdHJVN0dBdz09 
     Password: 101609; Call in number by phone: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Meeting ID: 897 8098 6713 

Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12 
Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message with Pastor Allison on Facebook  
Wednesdays at 6:00pm - Confirmation instruction with Pastor Allison on Zoom - Video 

link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88116893554?pwd=Q2Z2cW9ob3JvR1NSRi9rYVBkMC90Zz09 
Meeting ID: 881 1689 3554; Password: 150507 

Wednesdays at 7:00pm - W.E.W. Wednesday Evening Worship on Facebook live 
Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30 
Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12 
     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122. 

 
MANY THANKS TO Deacon Timothy Siburg for serving as our pianist today.  
 
FOLLOWING THE CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING it was decided we will continue on-line service through May 
31, at which time the Governor's current health directive runs out.  After May 31 it is our plan to phase back into 
in person worship while still taking into account the Governor's next health directive and the Synod 
recommendations.  On June 7 we are hoping to do an in person worship outside, weather permitting, at our 
new summer worship time of 9:30.  We think this could happen with pastor standing on the top of the South 
church steps with congregation members spreading out in lawn chairs.  We will continue the on-line Facebook 
service option moving forward so anyone who still feels like that is a better option for them can watch from 
home. This would allow for social distancing outside while testing the waters of how in person service could 
look moving forward. We will update everyone after May 31 about our June 7 plans.  Thank you for your 
continued patience and prayers as we are entering unchartered waters moving forward.  Your health and safety 
is our biggest concern.   Salem Church Council 
 
CONGREGATIONAL SYMPATHY IS EXTENDED TO:   

Anna Spiker and family on the death of Anna’s daughter, Diana Timm, who passed away on 
Wednesday, May 13th. Her private funeral was held on Monday, May 18th at Moser Memorial Chapel in 
Fremont. 
     Angie Foster and family on the passing of her father, Glen, on Wednesday, May 13th in Iowa. 
     Aaron Ruwe and family on the passing of Aaron’s step-father, Glen L. Spears who passed away on Monday, 
May 18th. His service was held on Friday, May 22nd at Koriska Larkin Staskiewicz Funeral Home in Omaha. 
     Please keep all these families in your prayers during this difficult time. 
  
160TH ANNIVERSARY UPDATE – The 160th Anniversary Committee met and have recommended that the 
anniversary be postponed until sometime in the fall due to COVID19. With all the uncertainty out there, they 
thought it was best to wait until fall and see what happens.  Updates will be shared as they become available. 
 
SUMMER WORSHIP HOURS – the hours for worship for the summer will be Worship at 9:30 am followed by 
Fellowship at 10:30 am, beginning June 7 thru August 30, 2020. 
 
PASTOR ALLISON AND DEACON TIMOTHY will continue with Wednesday Evening Worship (WEW) 
beginning at 7:00 pm on our Facebook page – there will be a reading, a daily lectionary reflection and bring 
your prayers for Prayers of the People. 
 
THE MOWING SIGNUP SHEET is posted at Salem and also available on Signup Genius – if you need any 
assistance, please feel free to call the church. 
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IF YOU FEEL so inclined and would like to do some clean up items at Salem – posted on the bulletin board is a 
list of items to be done.  Please add your name after each item if it has been completed.  
 
HIGH SCHOOL GATHERING ONLINE - Salem's high schoolers are gathering over Zoom weekly on Sunday 
mornings at 9:30am before worship. If you are a high schooler and would like to join their devotional time, 
please contact Jolynn Hull.  
 
DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee 
and bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two 
(salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our 
faith at home. We are the body of Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during 
this season! Thanks to those who have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here 
at: https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-album 

  
Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and  reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License #A-
725880. A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing – Bede/Koln/1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress/Public 
Domain; Lord I Lift Your Name on High -  1989 Maranatha Praise, Inc., admin. Capitol Christian Music Group; Be Not 
Afraid – Jacques Berthier/Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publication, Inc.; Jesus Loves Me – Anna Warner/William 
Bradbury/Public Domain; Beautiful Savior – Joseph Swiss/Public Domain; Rejoice, for Christ is King – Charles 
Wesley/William Fischer/Public Domain; I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me – 1995 Augsburg Fortress/Public Domain. All 
rights reserved. Reprinted of permission of Westminster John Knox Press from Feasting on the Word Worship 
companion, Copyright 2014. 
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