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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FONTANELLE, NEBRASKA 

 
SUNDAY JULY 12, 2020- The Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
AN ORDER FOR WORSHIP FOR IN-PERSON GATHERINGS DURING TIMES OF PANDEMIC 

 
Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together (online and in person!) by God’s grace. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  
C: Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for            

you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another, as we keep these words in our 

hearts. Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

C: Amen. 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us    

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
+APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: [Please motion “giving” hands out to pastor, or, quietly say these words:]  And also with you. 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us turn our hearts to God in prayer as I pray these words for us. You are great, O God, and 

greatly to be praised. You have made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in 
you. Grant that we may believe in you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
We listen to the Word. Scripture readings may be in person by  

someone masked, or read via video.  
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First Lesson:   Genesis 25:19-34 
Although Jacob was younger than his twin, Esau, he eventually takes the birthright away from his 

brother. Jacob is portrayed in the Bible as deceptive, gripping his brother when he came out of the womb and 
driving a hard bargain by buying the birthright for a bowl of lentils. 

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, and 
Isaac was forty years old when he married Rebekah, daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-
aram, sister of Laban the Aramean. Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and 
the LORD granted his prayer, and his wife Rebekah conceived. The children struggled together within 
her; and she said, “If it is to be this way, why do I live?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. And 
the LORD said to her, “Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples born of you shall be divided; the 
one shall be stronger than the other, the elder shall serve the younger.” When her time to give birth was 
at hand, there were twins in her womb. The first came out red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they 
named him Esau. Afterward his brother came out, with his hand gripping Esau’s heel; so he was 
named Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 
       When the boys grew up, Esau was a skillful hunter, a man of the field, while Jacob was a quiet 
man, living in tents. Isaac loved Esau, because he was fond of game; but Rebekah loved Jacob. 
         Once when Jacob was cooking a stew, Esau came in from the field, and he was famished. Esau 
said to Jacob, “Let me eat some of that red stuff, for I am famished!” (Therefore he was called 
Edom.) Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.” Esau said, “I am about to die; of what use is a 
birthright to me?” Jacob said, “Swear to me first.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to 
Jacob. Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his way. 
Thus Esau despised his birthright. 

Psalmody:  Psalm 119:105-112 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light upon my path. 
106 I have sworn and am determined to keep your righteous judgments. 
107 I am deeply troubled; preserve my life, O LORD, according to your word. 
108 Accept, O LORD, the willing tribute of my lips, and teach me your judgments.  
109 My life is always in danger, yet I do not forget your teaching. 
110 The wicked have set a trap for me, but I have not strayed from your commandments. 
111 Your decrees are my inheritance forever; truly, they are the joy of my heart. 
112 I have applied my heart to fulfill your statutes forever and to the end. 
 

Second Lesson:  Romans 8:1-11 
There is no condemnation for those who live in Christ. God sent Christ to accomplish what the law was 

unable to do: condemn sin and free us from its death-dealing ways. The Spirit now empowers proper actions and 
values in our lives and gives us the promise of resurrected life. 

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the 
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what 
the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled 
in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to 
the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their 
minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit 
is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
        But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through his Spirit that dwells in you.                                2 



 

+GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23.) 

In Matthew’s gospel, both Jesus and his disciples “sow the seed” of God’s word by proclaiming the good 
news that “the kingdom of heaven is near.” Now, in a memorable parable, Jesus explains why this good news 
produces different results in those who hear. 

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told 
them many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, 
they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, 
and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
           “Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown 
on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 
immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, and when 
trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what 
was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of 
wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in 
another sixty, and in another thirty.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY Lord, Let My Heart be Good Soil  

Words for reflection will be on the screen 
No singing please 

 
Lord, let my heart be good soil, open to the seed of your word. 

Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is understood. 
When my heart is hard, break the stone away. 
When my heart is cold, warm it with the day. 
When my heart is lost, lead me on the way. 

Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, 
Lord, let my heart be good soil. 

 
Community 

God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH 
P: Please stay seated for these words of faith we hold in community with one another. On behalf of the 

whole congregation, let us confess the faith in our hearts, as I proclaim our faith. 
   We believe in God who is present with us, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. We believe that God the 

Father almighty, is creator of heaven and earth. We believe that God in Christ was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary then walked this world- taught, healed, ministered, served, 
and saved. He was handed over, died, buried, and was resurrected and ascended for our  

    sake. We believe that God the Holy Spirit continues to move with us now, and is present with us in  
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     the Word and action of God in our midst- calling forth the holy catholic church, bringing us all 
together in the communion of saints, providing the forgiveness of sins, and upholding the promises 
of the resurrection and life everlasting. God in Christ with the Holy Spirit is with you upholds you, and 
gives you peace. 

C: Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: It is in that spirit of peace and hope of God’s promises, that we pray for all of God’s creation and 

God’s beloved children. Let us pray.  
 
At the end of each petition: 
P: Hear us, O God, 
C: Your mercy is great. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
Wave the peace to each other, share peace signs, or do a socially distanced “butterfly peace”  
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always. 
C: And also with you.  
 
P: In this time of physical distancing, let us wave or share a sign of God’s peace to one another, as we 

begin our offering.  
 
OFFERING REFLECTION - Gratitude for God/Special Music     All Are Welcome          Dakota Road 
Before and/or after worship, please place your offering after worship in the stationary offering plate at 
the sanctuary entrance and exit. No physical offering will be taken at this time.  
 
If you prefer, or if you are joining us online, please utilize the church’s giving page on our website, 
and/or provide offering in the mail to the church or by dropping it off during the week at the church 
office. 
 
+OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Please bow your heads for our offering prayer, as I pray these words for us.  
      Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have entrusted us 

with: ourselves; our time; our gifts, strengths, and passions; our things and possessions; and our 
very call from you to us as your baptized children to grow as your disciples and stewards of your 
love. Use us, and what we have gathered this day, in feeding your world with your love and serving 
our neighbors near and far, whom you call us into relationship with. All this we pray through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+THE LORD PRAYER 
P: We gather, listen to the Word, serve, and are sent as God’s people. Let us now pray together, in a 

gentle manner, the prayer Jesus taught the disciples to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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Sending 
We are sent from the worship service, to our serving of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 
week ahead 
 
BENEDICTION (please stay seated) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
     the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
Please stay seated until directed by ushers for the health and safety of you and others. Households will 
be dismissed by pew.  
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord, and remember that Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE    
 

Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 
Deacon Timothy Siburg    ---  Musician 

Briar Uhing   ---   Lector 
 

 WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
MONDAY, JULY 13:     July Council Meeting      7:00 pm  
WEDNESDAY, JULY 15:  160th Anniversary Committee Meeting   7:00 pm 
 
Sundays at 9:30 am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live/in-person worship 
Sundays at 10:30 am – Last Virtual Fellowship on Zoom Video 
link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84938430603?pwd=Sk1xVDI2N2F1cnJtZWdHckluUVZrdz09 
     Password: 066925; Call in number by phone: +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) Meeting ID: 849 3843 06 
Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC (bring your own camping chair) 
Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message on Facebook 
Wednesday Evening Worship W.E.W – 7:00-7:30 pm on Facebook  
Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30, BYOCC 
Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC 
     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122. 
 
How else can we support you in your faith life right now? Please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Allison (425) 
301-9122, Council President Koni Shallberg (402) 720-2847 or our secretary Jody Meier (402) 533-3175 . Your 
church family is here for you! God's blessings.   
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MANY THANKS TO Deacon Timothy Siburg for serving as our organist/pianist today.  
 
OUR QUARTERLY MEETING WILL BE HELD THIS MORNING FOLLOWING WORSHIP HERE IN THE 
SANCTUARY. 
 
NEW 9:30 AM SUMMER WORSHIP TIME - We worship at 9:30 am, and will for July & August worship in-person 
and on Facebook! Keep updated on Facebook, the website, and our emails for any changes or updates. 
 
BYOCC - Visit with Pastor and Bring Your Own Camping Chair to church - As long as the weather is good, we'll 
visit outside in Fontanelle (socially distanced 6 feet apart). BYOCC! Pastor will bring her's. She loves the 
outdoors and she bets you do too, so let's catch up! Swing by church to visit with her during her office hours or 
another time you arrange (text or call 425-301-9122). 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Sunset Tillman, Linda Hultgren’s granddaughter, on the birth of Linda’s eighth great-
grandchild.  Ayden Ricky Tillman came into this world on Monday, July 6 weighing 7 lbs. and 21” long.  Please 
keep mom, baby, and family in your prayers.  
 
IT’S TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT getting supplies for Lutheran World Relief kits.  With school starting 
shortly, school supplies are on sale now.  Items needed are: 
 
School Kits: 

• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper; no loose-leaf paper 

• One blunt scissors 

• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

• One pencil sharpener 

• Five new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

• On eraser approximately 2 ½” long 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 
Personal Care Kits: 

• One light weight bath towel – dark colors recommended 

• One metal nail clipper (attached file is optional) 

• Two bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of soap, any brand in original wrapping 

• One adult-sized toothbrush (fi bought in multipacks, leave in package and they will be separated at the 
time of packing) 

• One sturdy comb 
 
If you would like to bring your donations, please leave on table in the upper narthex; or if you would like to make 
a monetary donation please mark your envelopes accordingly. Supplies will then be purchased.  Thanks in 
advance for your help. 
 
  

• Other things that will be happening going forward are the Health Cabinet sponsored Blood Drive to be 
held on Sunday, August 9th from 11:00 am – 5:00 pm.  

• The Quilt Auction held every year at Carol Joy Holling will be held on Saturday, July 25, 2020.   

• Plans are to hold a VBS online which is now in the planning stages.  

• 160th Anniversary Committee Meeting – July 15 – 7:00 pm 

•  Please check your emails and your upcoming Shaloms for more information moving forward. 
 

THE MOWING SIGNUP SHEET is posted at Salem and also available on Signup Genius – if you need any 
assistance, please feel free to call the church. 
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QUARTERLY GIVING STATEMENTS will be going out soon, please check your email for your giving thru June 
30.  Any questions, or if you did not receive yours, please let Jody know.  
 
DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee and 
bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two (salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of 
you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our faith at home. We are the body of 
Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during this season! Thanks to those who 
have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here at: https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-
album. 
 
Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and  reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License #A-725880. Lord, Let My Heart be Good 
Soil – Handt Hanson/1985 Prince of Peace Publishing, Changing Church, Inc.  All rights reserved.  
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