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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FONTANELLE, NEBRASKA 

 
SUNDAY JULY 19, 2020- The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together (online and in person!) by God’s grace. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.  
C: Amen. 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for            

you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
P: We confess these words in our hearts. Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 
your holy name. 

C: Amen. 
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us    

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 
+APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: [Please motion “giving” hands out to pastor, or, quietly say these words:]  And also with you. 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us turn our hearts to God in prayer. You are great, O God, and greatly to be praised. You have 

made us for yourself, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. Grant that we may believe in 
you, call upon you, know you, and serve you, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

The Word 
We listen to the Word.  
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First Lesson:   Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19 
God’s deeds of forgiveness and gift of hope indicate that God’s faithful people must also show kindness. 

No other god cares for all people. 
For neither is there any god besides you, whose care is for all people, to whom you should prove 

that you have not judged unjustly; For your strength is the source of righteousness, and your 
sovereignty over all causes you to spare all. For you show your strength when people doubt the 
completeness of your power, and you rebuke any insolence among those who know it. Although you 
are sovereign in strength, you judge with mildness, and with great forbearance you govern us; for you 
have power to act whenever you choose. 
           Through such works you have taught your people that the righteous must be kind, and you have 
filled your children with good hope, because you give repentance for sins. 

 
Psalmody:   Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
1 LORD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me. 
2 You know my sitting down and my rising up; you discern my thoughts from afar. 
3 You trace my journeys and my resting-places and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, but you, O LORD, know it altogether. 
5 You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain to it.  
7 Where can I go then from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 
8 If I climb up to heaven, you are there; if I make the grave my bed, you are there also. 
9 If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 
10 even there your hand will lead me and your right hand hold me fast. 
11 If I say, “Surely the darkness will cover me, and the light around me turn to night,” 
12 darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day; darkness and light to you are both 
alike.  
23 Search me out, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my restless thoughts. 
24 Look well whether there be any wickedness in me and lead me in the way that is everlasting.  
 
Second Lesson:  Romans 8:12-25 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray as 
God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and 
creation from bondage to death and decay. 

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—for if 
you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, 
you will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit 
of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, 
then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be 
glorified with him. 
            I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for 
the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in 
hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 
glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until 
now; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 
while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies. For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is 
seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 
with patience. 
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+GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the 13th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.) 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will remove all 
evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history. 

Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
someone who sowed good seed in his field; but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and 
sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. So when the plants came up and bore grain, 
then the weeds appeared as well. And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, 
did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ He answered, ‘An 
enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ But he 
replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. Let both of them 
grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and 
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 
   Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, 
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is 
the Son of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds 
are the children of the evil one, and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of 
the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it 
be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom 
all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be 
weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father. Let anyone with ears listen!” 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
 
SERMON SONG  Blessed Assurance       Emma Woods 

(Listen and reflect on these words of faith as we refrain from singing.) 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 

 
Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior, all the day long: 
this is my story, this is my song, 

praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 
angels descending bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love.    Refrain 

 
Perfect submission, all is at rest; I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love.   Refrain 
 

Community 
God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ. 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
         He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
         He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
         He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
         He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
         the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: It is in that spirit of peace and hope of God’s promises, that we pray for all of God’s creation and 

God’s beloved children. Let us pray.  
 
At the end of each petition: 
P: Lord, in your mercy, 
C: hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
Wave the peace to each other, share peace signs, or do a socially distanced “butterfly peace”  
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always. 
C: And also with you.  
 
OFFERING REFLECTION - Gratitude for God/Special Music     

I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me  Emma Woods 
  

I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. I'm so glad Jesus lifted me. 
I'm so glad Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 
Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me. 

Satan had me bound, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 
 

When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me. 
When I was in trouble, Jesus lifted me, singing glory, hallelujah! Jesus lifted me. 

 
Offering plates are at both entrance and exits for your convenience, or you can give online thru our 
website. 
 
+OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Please bow your heads for our offering prayer:  
      Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have entrusted us 

with: ourselves; our time; our gifts, strengths, and passions; our things and possessions; and our 
very call from you to us as your baptized children to grow as your disciples and stewards of your 
love. Use us, and what we have gathered this day, in feeding your world with your love and serving 
our neighbors near and far, whom you call us into relationship with. All this we pray through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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+THE LORD PRAYER 
P: We gather, listen to the Word, serve, and are sent as God’s people. Let us now pray together, in a 

gentle manner, the prayer Jesus taught the disciples to pray. 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
    Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Sending 
We are sent from the worship service, to our serving of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 
week ahead 
 
BENEDICTION  (please stay seated – ushers will dismiss by pew) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
     the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord, and remember that Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE  Welcome Home  
 

Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 
Deacon Timothy Siburg    ---  Musician 

Chris Walz   ---   Lector 
Emma Woods   ---   Cantor 

 
 WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 
 
THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
 
Sundays at 9:30 am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live/in-person worship 
Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC (bring your own camping chair) 
Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message on Facebook 
Wednesday Evening Worship W.E.W – 7:00-7:30 pm on Facebook  
Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30, BYOCC 
Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC 
     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122. 
 
How else can we support you in your faith life right now? Please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Allison (425) 
301-9122, Council President Koni Shallberg (402) 720-2847 or our secretary Jody Meier (402) 533-3175 . Your 
church family is here for you! God's blessings.   
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MANY THANKS TO Deacon Timothy Siburg for serving as our organist/pianist today and to Emma Woods for 
cantoring for us this morning. 
 
BYOCC - Visit with Pastor and Bring Your Own Camping Chair to church - As long as the weather is good, we'll 
visit outside in Fontanelle (socially distanced 6 feet apart). BYOCC! Pastor will bring her's. She loves the 
outdoors and she bets you do too, so let's catch up! Swing by church to visit with her during her office hours or 
another time you arrange (text or call 425-301-9122). 
 
IT’S TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT getting supplies for Lutheran World Relief kits.  With school starting 
shortly, school supplies are on sale now.  Items needed are: 
 
School Kits: 

• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper; no loose-leaf paper 

• One blunt scissors 

• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

• One pencil sharpener 

• Five new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

• On eraser approximately 2 ½” long 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 
Personal Care Kits: 

• One light weight bath towel – dark colors recommended 

• One metal nail clipper (attached file is optional) 

• Two bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of soap, any brand in original wrapping 

• One adult-sized toothbrush (fi bought in multipacks, leave in package and they will be separated at the 
time of packing) 

• One sturdy comb 
 
If you would like to bring your donations, please leave on table in the upper narthex; or if you would like to make 
a monetary donation please mark your envelopes accordingly. Supplies will then be purchased.  Thanks in 
advance for your help. 
 

• Other things that will be happening going forward are the Health Cabinet sponsored Blood Drive to be 
held on Sunday, August 9th from 11:00 am – 5:00 pm.  

• The Quilt Auction held every year at Carol Joy Holling will be held on Saturday, July 25, 2020.   

• Please check your emails and your upcoming Shaloms for more information moving forward. 
 
VIRTUAL VBS COMING SOON!  Mark on your calendars August 17-21 for our new virtual VBS.  All hands on 
deck for a week of online fun.  Each family will receive a bag containing the supplies needed for daily crafts and 
snacks. A video will be posted every day with our bible story, music and craft making. On Friday we will have a 
zoom PARTY to celebrate. (Watch for details regarding packet pickup for your family.) 
 If you would like to help by donating supplies, we’ve included a list below of what we need.  We are so 
excited to be able to bring VBS to the kids this year even though we can’t meet in person.  THANK YOU! 

Any donations can be dropped off at church, there is a labeled plastic tub in the narthex for all supplies. 
● 4 – boxes Fruit Loops        ● 3 – boxes of Cheerios    
● 35 – individual bags of Cheetos      ● 5 – bags of Pretzels    
● 4 – bags of mini marshmallows      ● bags of M & M’s 
● bags of gummy worms       ● 35 – individual Jello cups (non-refrigerated) 
● 35 – bags of microwave popcorn      ● 35 – individual bags of cotton candy 
● 35 – empty toilet paper/paper towel  cardboard tubes   ● 35 – large brown paper grocery sacks 
● ziplock bags – snack, quart and gallon size     ● 35 – white paper plates 
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160th ANNIVERSARY UPDATE   
Brothers and Sisters of Salem,  
     It was decided at our meeting for the 160th anniversary, that we will not have a big celebration as we had 
planned.  Instead, we will be celebrating on a much smaller scale.  In this time of uncertainty and confusion, we 
feel it is in the best interest of everyone who wishes to attend this great milestone to do so safely.  So, the initial, 
but smaller scale celebration will still be held on Sunday, September 13th.  This will include Rally Day and kickoff 
to the new school year.  We don’t feel comfortable having everyone congregate together indoors yet without any 
precautions and would hate to limit the attendance of those that wish to celebrate with us.  This includes any 
type of potluck/buffet.  We will still have some special ways to celebrate our 160 years of faithful service to our 
Lord on the 13th!   
     One way we would like to safely celebrate is to do a slideshow of your pictures!  Please get your pictures of 
you and your family to Scott Flynn or the church as soon as possible.  We want to see how many ways everyone 
celebrated or praised the Lord here at Salem.  It can be wedding pictures, confirmation, baptism, birthdays, 
vacation bible school, Sunday school, etc. We just need them soon! 
     On the happier side of this pandemic, we have decided to go full steam ahead and keep our plans going for 
the BIG celebration next summer!  Our new date will be Sunday, June 13th, 2021 where we will celebrate 161 
years!  This coronavirus may be slowing down our celebration now but we’re going to do it bigger and better next 
year!  Look for more announcements about this in the coming months. 
     As always, please be safe and keep the church in your prayers.  We all have so much to be thankful for and 
we look forward to seeing you all in person soon!!!            Prayerfully, Angie Moeller 
 
THE MOWING SIGNUP SHEET is posted at Salem and also available on Signup Genius – if you need any 
assistance, please feel free to call the church. 

 
QUARTERLY GIVING STATEMENTS will be going out soon, please check your email for your giving thru June 
30.  Any questions, or if you did not receive yours, please let Jody know.  
 
DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee and 
bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two (salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of 
you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our faith at home. We are the body of 
Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during this season! Thanks to those who 
have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here at: https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-
album. 

Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and  reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License #A-725880. Blessed Assurance - Fanny 
Crosby/Phoebe Knapp/Public Domain; I’m So Glad Jesus Lifted Me – 1995 Augsburg Fortress/Public Domain; Welcome Home – 
Copyrights 2010 Capitol CMG Genesis/Smittyfly Music/This Is Your Time Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)/TwelveOne 
Publishing/Pocket Full Of Rocks Publishing/Curb Word Music. All rights reserved.  
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