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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FONTANELLE, NEBRASKA 

 
SUNDAY AUGUST 23, 2020 - The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together (online and in person!) by God’s grace. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BACKPACK BLESSING 
      
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.   

C: Amen.  
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for            

you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen.  
P: We confess these words in our hearts. Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 

cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of 

your holy name.  
C: Amen.  
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us    

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the † Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
 
+APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: [Please motion “giving” hands out to pastor, or, quietly say these words:]  And also with you. 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: God of salvation, you give hope to the nations and satisfy our every need. As the Psalmist writes, 

your steadfast love endures forever throughout the generations. Use our feet and hands to build up 
your Kingdom, so that all might know your salvation. In Jesus’ name we pray.  

C: Amen.  
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The Word 
We listen to the Word.  

 
FIRST LESSON:  Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers 
comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 
  Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the LORD. Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father and to 
Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him and made him many. 
For the LORD will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, and will make her wilderness like 
Eden, her desert like the garden of the LORD; joy and gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and 
the voice of song. 
          Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from me,   
and my justice for a light to the peoples. I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my salvation has gone 
out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope. Lift up 
your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens will vanish like smoke, the 
earth will wear out like a garment, and those who live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be 
forever, and my deliverance will never be ended. 
 
PSALMODY:   Psalm 138 
1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I will sing your praise. 
2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name, because of your steadfast love and 
faithfulness; for you have glorified your name and your word above all things. 
3 When I called, you answered me; you increased my strength within me. 
4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, that great is the glory of the LORD. 
6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, perceiving the haughty from afar. 
7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; you stretch forth your hand against the fury 
of my enemies; your right hand shall save me. 
8 You will make good your purpose for me; O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not 
abandon the works of your hands.  
 
SECOND LESSON:  Romans 12:1-8 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our values 
and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the Spirit’s renewing work. 
God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all forms of ministry function to build up 
the body of Christ. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as 
a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to 
this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of 
God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
   For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly 
than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that 
God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the 
same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of 
another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to 
faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in 
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 
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+GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Matthew 16:13-20.)  

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the 
living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates of Hades. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do 
people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and 
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed 
are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father in 
heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades 
will not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” Then he 
sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON   

 
SERMON SONG/SPECIAL MUSIC   Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing (Vs. 1 & 3) Nola Swenson 
 

Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace; 
streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise. 
While the hope of endless glory fills my heart with joy and love, 

teach me ever to adore thee; may I still thy goodness prove. 
 

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I'm constrained to be; 
let that grace now like a fetter bind my wand'ring heart to thee. 
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it; prone to leave the God I love. 

Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 
 
Robert Robinson/J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music. 

 
Community 

God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
         He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
         He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
         He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
         He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
         the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: It is in that spirit of peace and hope of God’s promises, that we pray for all of God’s creation and 

God’s beloved children. Let us pray.  
At the end of each petition: 
P: Lord, in your mercy,                                     C: hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
Wave the peace to each other, share peace signs, or do a socially distanced “butterfly peace”  
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always. 
C: And also with you.  
 
OFFERING REFLECTION - Gratitude for God/Special Music  
     Build Us Up, Lord     Nola Swenson 
 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; set in us a strong foundation. 
Lead us to do your holy will; form and shape your new creation. 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; as we guide and teach each other, 
help us to share your love with the world: ev'ry sister, ev'ry brother. 

 
Refrain:  Growing in Christ, we plant seeds for the kingdom; 

we follow in faith what's begun! 
Lord, set in our hearts the pow'r of your word 

to spread the news of your Son! 
 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; let our lives reflect your glory. 
Cast away all our doubts and fears; help us tell the world your story. 

Build us up, Lord, build us up; help us bear good fruit for you, 
Lord, give us vision and keep us sure. Grant us faith that's steadfast and true.      Refrain 

      
Mark Glaeser/Donna Hanna/2003 Augsburg Fortress 

 
Offering plates are at both entrance and exits for your convenience, or you can give online thru our 
website. 
 
+OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have entrusted us with: 

ourselves; our time; our gifts, strengths, and passions; our things and possessions; and our very call 
from you to us as your baptized children to grow as your disciples and stewards of your love. Use us, 
and what we have gathered this day, in feeding your world with your love and serving our neighbors 
near and far, whom you call us into relationship with. All this we pray through the one who gave 
himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
             as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
             and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.        Amen 
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Sending 
We are sent from the worship service, to our serving of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 
week ahead 
 
BENEDICTION  (please stay seated – ushers will dismiss by pew) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
     the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord, and remember that Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE      

Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 
Deacon Timothy Siburg    ---  Musician 

 Chris Walz  ---   Lector 
Nola Swenson   ---   Cantor 

Jesse Baines   ---   Sound Room 
 

 WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 
 
THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 23  
   THRU SUNDAY AUGUST 30:  Pastor on vacation 
MONDAY, AUGUST 24 
   THRU AUGUST 28:    Virtual VBS 
TUESDAY, AUGUST25:   Children’s Message on Facebook    10:30 am 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 26:   Wednesday Evening Worship     7:00 pm 
SUNDAY, AUGUST 30:   Worship/Lisa Kramme to preach     9:30 am  
 
    
Sundays at 9:30 am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live/in-person worship 
Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC (bring your own camping chair) 
Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message on Facebook 
Wednesday Evening Worship W.E.W – 7:00-7:30 pm on Facebook  
Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30, BYOCC 
Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC 
     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122. 
 
How else can we support you in your faith life right now? Please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Allison (425) 
301-9122, Council President Koni Shallberg (402) 720-2847 or our secretary Jody Meier (402) 533-3175 . Your 
church family is here for you! God's blessings.   
 
MANY THANKS TO Deacon Timothy Siburg for serving as our organist/pianist today and to Nola Swenson for 
cantoring for us this morning. 
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PASTORAL CARE FOR EMERGENCIES. Pastor Allison, Timothy and family will be on vacation beginning this 
afternoon thru next Monday, August 31.  For Pastoral emergencies, please contact the church office (402) 721-
6639, or Jody (402) 533-3175, or Pastor Heidi Wallace who is on call (402) 870-1972 or (615) 271-5866.  
 
LISA KRAMME will be our Pulpit Supply next Sunday, August 30th.  Lisa is the Director of Faith Formation at the 
Nebraska Synod.  Please make her feel welcome. 
 
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS - There will be a basket of extra backpack blessing tags in the front entryway 
if you know or a student/teacher who needs one and wasn't here in worship. Come drop by and get one! Our 
congregation prays that God might bless our communities' students and teachers (and admins!) this school year 
as they learn and share--as flexibility, open minds and hearts, hard work, faith, and positive attitudes are the 
name of the game this Fall!! 
 
WORSHIP TIME MOVE BACK TO 10:30 AM - In 2 weeks from today on Sunday, September 6, worship starts at 
10:30am. We say goodbye to our 9:30am summer worship time as we officially enter Fall-Spring and will begin 
worship at 10:30am September-May! On Sunday, September 13 worship is at 10:30am, and before that Sunday 
School begins at 9:30am on Rally Day. 
 
IT’S TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT getting supplies for Lutheran World Relief kits.  With school starting 
shortly, school supplies are on sale now.  Items needed are: 
 
School Kits: 

• Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper; no loose-leaf paper 

• One blunt scissors 

• One 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on one side and inches on the other 

• One pencil sharpener 

• Five new, unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers  (done) 

• Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink) 

• On eraser approximately 2 ½” long 

• One box of 16 or 24 crayons 
 
Personal Care Kits: 

• One light weight bath towel – dark colors recommended 

• One metal nail clipper (attached file is optional) 

• Two bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of soap, any brand in original wrapping 

• One adult-sized toothbrush (fi bought in multipacks, leave in package and they will be separated at the 
time of packing) 

• One sturdy comb 
If you would like to bring your donations, please leave on table in the upper narthex; or if you would like to make 
a monetary donation please mark your envelopes accordingly. Supplies will then be purchased.  Thanks in 
advance for your help. For questions, please contact Ruth Brown. 
 
 
OTHER THINGS THAT WILL BE HAPPENING GOING FORWARD ARE: 

• On Sunday, September 13 is set for Rally Day/God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday/160th Anniversary. 
As part of God’s Work, Our Hands we will again be taking donations of non-perishable food and toiletries 
for the Faith Food Pantry.  As we did last year we are attempting to CRAM THE VAN!  You can leave 
your donations in the box in the Narthex.  Thanks in advance for your help. 

• On Sunday, October 4, at 10:30am will be First Communion/Confirmation Sunday… Please keep the first 
communicants and young people affirming their baptism in your prayers as we approach this combined 
Sunday of First Communion and Confirmation.  

   Being confirmed:        First Communicants: 
      Eliss Justice      Iziah Justice 
     Aislinn Miller                 Ava Miller 
     MayAnn Smith  
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VIRTUAL VBS VIDEOS MOVED TO NEXT WEEK! We’ve encountered some technical difficulties and 
choppy waters on the High Seas! The videos for Virtual VBS have been rescheduled and will be posted 
starting next Monday, August 24, NOT this week. Please watch them starting Monday, 8/24, on 
Facebook perhaps after school each day, and contact Jodi Johann if you have any questions. 
Apologies for the delay!! 
 
THE MOWING SIGNUP SHEET is posted at Salem and also available on Signup Genius – if you need any 
assistance, please feel free to call the church. 
 
DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee and 
bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two (salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of 
you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our faith at home. We are the body of 
Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during this season! Thanks to those who 
have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here at: https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-
album 
 
160th ANNIVERSARY UPDATE   
Brothers and Sisters of Salem,  
     It was decided at our meeting for the 160th anniversary, that we will not have a big celebration as we had 
planned.  Instead, we will be celebrating on a much smaller scale.  In this time of uncertainty and confusion, we 
feel it is in the best interest of everyone who wishes to attend this great milestone to do so safely.  So, the initial, 
but smaller scale celebration will still be held on Sunday, September 13th.  This will include Rally Day and kickoff 
to the new school year.  We don’t feel comfortable having everyone congregate together indoors yet without any 
precautions and would hate to limit the attendance of those that wish to celebrate with us.  This includes any 
type of potluck/buffet.  We will still have some special ways to celebrate our 160 years of faithful service to our 
Lord on the 13th!   

One way we would like to safely celebrate is to do a slideshow of your pictures!  Please get your pictures 
of you and your family to Scott Flynn or the church as soon as possible.  We want to see how many ways 
everyone celebrated or praised the Lord here at Salem.  It can be wedding pictures, confirmation, baptism, 
birthdays, vacation bible school, Sunday school, etc. We just need them soon! 
    On the happier side of this pandemic, we have decided to go full steam ahead and keep our plans going for 
the BIG celebration next summer!  Our new date will be Sunday, June 13th, 2021 where we will celebrate 161 
years!  This coronavirus may be slowing down our celebration now but we’re going to do it bigger and better next 
year!  Look for more announcements about this in the coming months. 
     As always, please be safe and keep the church in your prayers.  We all have so much to be thankful for and 
we look forward to seeing you all in person soon!!!             

 
Prayerfully, Angie Moeller 
 
Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License #A-725880. Come, thou Fount of Every 
Blessing – Robert Robinson/J. Wyeth, Repository of Sacred Music/Public Domain; Build Us Up, Lord – Mark Glaeser/Donna Hanna/2003 
Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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