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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FONTANELLE, NEBRASKA 

 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 - The Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together (online and in person!) by God’s grace. 
 

PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.   

C: Amen.  
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live 

for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen.  
P: We confess these words in our hearts. Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  

C: Amen.  
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us    

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
† Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
 

+APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: [Please motion “giving” hands out to pastor, or, quietly say these words:]  And also with you. 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY    
P: Loving God, we thank you for the gift of your Son, and the new life we receive in him because of 

your redeeming and reconciling love. Help us to glimpse your Kingdom at work, as we seek to build 
communities of compassion and grace so that all might know the Good News of Jesus Christ, in 
whose name we pray, Amen.  

 
  

The Word 
We listen to the Word.  
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FIRST LESSON:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
Ezekiel challenges those who think they cannot change because of what their parents were and did, or 

who think they cannot reverse their own previous behavior. God insistently invites people to turn and live. 
The word of the LORD came to me: What do you mean by repeating this proverb concerning the 

land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge”? As I 
live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. Know that all lives are 
mine; the life of the parent as well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that 
shall die. 
   Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is 
it not your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their righteousness and commit 
iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have committed they shall die. Again, when the 
wicked turn away from the wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall 
save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they had 
committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. Yet the house of Israel says, “The way of the Lord 
is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 
   Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you according to your ways, says the 
Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. Cast 
away from you all the transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new 
heart and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? For I have no pleasure in the death of 
anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 
PSALMODY:   Psalm 25:1-9 
1 To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 
2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
4 Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths.  
5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted 
all the day long. 
6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, for they are from everlasting. 
7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; remember me according to your 
steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
8 You are gracious and upright, O LORD; therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
9 You lead the lowly in justice and teach the lowly your way.  
 
SECOND LESSON:         Philippians 2:1-13 

As part of a call for harmony rather than self-seeking, Paul uses a very early Christian hymn that extols 
the selflessness of Christ in his obedient death on the cross. Christ’s selfless perspective is to be the essential 
perspective we share as the foundation for Christian accord. 

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the 
Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same 
love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility 
regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the 
interests of others. Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the 
form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled 
himself and became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross. 
            Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every name, so 
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
           Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who is at 
work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
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+GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 21st  chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Matthew 21:23-32.) 

After driving the moneychangers out of the temple (21:12), Jesus begins teaching there. His authority is 
questioned by the religious leaders, who are supposed to be in charge of the temple. 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as 
he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this 
authority?” Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will 
also tell you by what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it 
of human origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why 
then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are afraid of the crowd; for all 
regard John as a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither 
will I tell you by what authority I am doing these things. 
           “What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in 
the vineyard today.’ He answered, ‘I will not’; but later he changed his mind and went. The father went 
to the second and said the same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. Which of the two did 
the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax collectors and 
the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John came to you in the way of 
righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and 
even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON   

 
SERMON SONG/SPECIAL MUSIC      I Want Jesus to Walk with Me  (Vs. 1 & 3)  Tricia Siburg 
 

I want Jesus to walk with me; I want Jesus to walk with me; 
all along my pilgrim journey, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 
When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 
 

2006 Augsburg Fortress/public domain 
 

Community 
God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ. 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH:  APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

         He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
         He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. 
         He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
         He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
         He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
         the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
         the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 
At the end of each petition: 
P: Lord, in your mercy,                                     
C: hear our prayer. 
 
SHARING OF PEACE 
Wave the peace to each other, share peace signs, or do a socially distanced “butterfly peace”  
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always. 
C: And also with you.  
 
OFFERING REFLECTION - Gratitude for God/Special Music  

Have No Fear Little Flock  (Vs. 1 & 4)   Tricia Siburg 
  
Have no fear, little flock; have no fear, little flock, 

for the Father has chosen to give you the kingdom; 
have no fear, little flock! 

 
Thankful hearts raise to God; thankful hearts raise to God, 
for he stays close beside you, in all things works with you; 

thankful hearts raise to God! 
 

Marjorie Jilson/Heinz Werner Zimmermann/1973 Concordia Publishing House 
      

Offering plates are at both entrance and exits for your convenience, or you can give online thru our 
website. 
 
+OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have entrusted us with: 

ourselves; our time; our gifts, strengths, and passions; our things and possessions; and our very 
call from you to us as your baptized children to grow as your disciples and stewards of your love. 
Use us, and what we have gathered this day, in feeding your world with your love and serving our 
neighbors near and far, whom you call us into relationship with. All this we pray through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 
+THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
             as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
             and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.        Amen 

 
Sending 

We are sent from the worship service, to our serving of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 
week ahead 
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BENEDICTION  (please stay seated – ushers will dismiss by pew) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
     the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord, and remember that Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE      

 
Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 
Nancy Schroeder    ---  Musician 

Carrie Flynn, Hailey Smith  ---   Lectors 
Tricia Siburg   ---   Cantor 

Chris and Lynne Walz   ---   Ushers 
Chris Woods, TBA   ---   Sound Room 

Erin Miller, Nola Swenson   ---   Altar Guild 
 

 WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 
 
THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28:   Quilting        9:00 am 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 29:  Council to serve at Lifehouse      5:00 pm 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 30:  First Communion Class      5:00 pm 
      Confirmation        6:30 pm 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 3:   Fall Clean Up day       8:00 am 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4:   First Communion Class      9:15 am 
      Sunday School       9:30 am 
      Worship/Holy Communion/First Communion/ 
       Confirmation     10:30 am 
      Worship and Music Mtg.    11:45 am 
 
Sundays at 9:30 am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live/in-person worship 
Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC (bring your own camping chair) 
Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message on Facebook 
Wednesday Evening Worship W.E.W – 7:00-7:30 pm on Facebook  
Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30, BYOCC 
Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC 
     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122. 
 
How else can we support you in your faith life right now? Please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Allison (425) 
301-9122, Council President Koni Shallberg (402) 720-2847 or our secretary Jody Meier (402) 533-3175 . Your 
church family is here for you! God's blessings.   

 
MANY THANKS TO Nancy Schroeder for serving as our organist/pianist today and to Tricia Siburg for canting 
for us this morning. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO  Chris Angerhofer and McKenna Shallberg as they were united in marriage 
yesterday in Fremont. Please keep this young couple in your prayers as they begin their new life together.  
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MANY THANKS TO ALL WHO HELPED WITH THE HIGHWAY CLEANUP LAST WEDNESDAY.   

 

SALEM’S QUARTERLY MEETING will be held on Sunday, October 11 following worship.  Please plan to 
attend.  

 
SALEM’S FALL WORKDAY will take place on Saturday, October 3 beginning at 8:00 am.  Plans are to work on 
taking down the pine tree in front of the parsonage and work on cleaning up other trees as well as other outside 
items. Please plan to bring your chainsaws, limb loppers and other items to help with the cleanup.  

  
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 FIRST COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION SUNDAY. On Sunday, October 4, at 10:30am 
will be First Communion/Confirmation Sunday… Please keep the first communicants and young people 
affirming their baptism in your prayers as we approach this combined Sunday of First Communion and 
Confirmation.   
 Being confirmed:            First Communicants:  

        Eliss Justice            Iziah Justice  
      Aislinn Miller                      Ava Miller  
      MayAnn Smith          Isabella Woods  
  
The dates for First Communion are:  

              Sunday, September 27 during Sunday School, baking bread in the kitchen; run thru at 11:30 am in 
the sanctuary 

   Wednesday, September 30 5:00-6:00 pm  

   Sunday, October 4 during Sunday School, in the sanctuary  

  
Please keep these kids, and their families, in prayer as they prepare to receive the sacrament of Holy 
Communion for the first time!  

 

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY—NOVEMBER 1.  On that day we will be remembering those individuals who have 
passed on before us this past year. Please let the church office know of friends and family that you would like 
to have remembered on that day. Please have the information (name of individual with the correct spelling and 
their relationship to you) to the church office no later than Wednesday, October  28. Those baptized this past 
year will also be remembered.   

  
METHODIST FREMONT HEALTH is offering a grief support group in October. The group will meet for three 
consecutive Thursday evenings (October 1, 8, 15) from 6:30 pm-8:30 pm on the third floor of Methodist 
Fremont Health’s Health Park Plaza.  The group is open to anyone dealing with the loss of a loved one – 
whether that is a spouse, parent, child or friend. There is no charge to attend and refreshments will be 
provided.   

Participants are asked to wear a mask and appropriately social distance themselves while in the 
building. The group size will be limited to 10. 

If interested in attending or to register for this group, please call (402) 727-3663. Alternative 
arrangements for grief support may also be made on an as needed basis.   

  
W.E.W. WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP  continues at 7:00pm, on you guessed it... Wednesdays! Join us 
on Salem's Facebook page for this brief mid-week service as we hear the Word, pray, and sing a song of 
praise. All ages, Salem’s flock, and friends are welcome to tune in thru Facebook, AND contribute prayers and 
sorrows and joys! Join us this Wednesday. 
 
WELCA GENERAL MEETING will take place on Thursday, October 8 here at Salem.  The ladies will be putting 
together the Personal Care Kits with fellowship to follow.  All ladies of Salem are invited and encouraged to 
attend.  
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE VIDEOS are posted each Tuesday around 10:30am on Facebook. You can also find 
them at SalemFontanelle.org by clicking the last item of the drop-down menu under the "Education tab." Share 
and listen to God's invitation to grow in faith! 
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THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP! Our congregation is blessed with people who serve with their 
God-given gifts - from age 1 to 101!! THANK YOU! If you are thinking about joining in or serving in a new way, 
please join your sisters and brothers in Christ as we greet, lector, steward the sacraments, usher, run the 
tech/sound room, move the camera phone to live-stream worship... the ways to help out in worship are (almost) 
endless, there's no one too young or too old to lead with a servant heart for Christ! Please sign up to serve in 
the narthex by the stairs or let our secretary Jody Meier or Pastor Allison know.  
 
DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee 
and bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two 
(salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our 
faith at home. We are the body of Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during 
this season! Thanks to those who have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here 
at: https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-album 

 
Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and reprinted by permission under 
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License #A-725880. I Want Jesus to 
Walk with Me – 2006 Augsburg Fortress/public domain; Have No Fear Little Flock – Marjorie Jilson/Heinz Werner Zimmermann/1973 
Concordia Publishing House.  Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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