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SUNDAY, September 6, 2020 - The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 
Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending 

 
Gathering 

The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together (online and in person!) by God’s grace. 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.   
C: Amen.  
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for            

you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen.  
P: We confess these words in our hearts. Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the 
glory of your holy name.  

C: Amen.  
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us    

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 
† Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  
 
+APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: [Please motion “giving” hands out to pastor, or, quietly say these words:]  And also with you. 
 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: God of grace, you call us to gather, listen, share in the sacraments, and be sent out to serve. Help 

us to forgive and receive forgiveness as you forgive us when we have done wrong. Shape us into 
your faithful community that grows in love, and that makes disciples for your Kingdom’s work. In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  

C: Amen.   
 

 
The Word 

We listen to the Word.  
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FIRST LESSON:  Ezekiel 33:7-11 
God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully convey God’s 

warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope 
that repentance will make the attack unnecessary. 

So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you hear a word 
from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall 
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but their blood I will require at your hand. But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have 
saved your life. 
            Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: “Our transgressions and our 
sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how then can we live?” Say to them, As I 
live, says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from 
their ways and live; turn back, turn back from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
  
PSALMODY:   Psalm 119:33-40 
33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, and I shall keep it to the end. 
34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; I shall keep it with all my heart. 
35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, for that is my desire. 
36 Incline my heart to your decrees and not to unjust gain. 
37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; give me life in your way. 
38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, which is for those who fear you. 
39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, because your judgments are good. 
40 Behold, I long for your commandments; by your righteousness enliven me.  
 
SECOND LESSON:  Romans 13:8-14 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the law. Clothes 
make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light of the future God has in store for 
us. 

Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not 
steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
            Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is 
near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably 
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
gratify its desires. 
 
+GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Matthew 18:15-20.)  

Jesus offers practical advice to his disciples on how individuals—and the church as a whole—should go 
about restoring relationships when one member has sinned against another. 

Jesus said to the disciples: “If another member of the church sins against you, go and point 
out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that 
one. But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be 
confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a  
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Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on 
earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
SERMON   

 

SERMON SONG/SPECIAL MUSIC    Blest Be the Tie that Binds  (Vs. 1, 3, 4) Timothy Siburg 
     

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
the unity of heart and mind is like to that above. 

 
We share our mutual woes, our mutual burdens bear, 
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 

 
From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free; 

and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity. 
 

Johann Nagelias 

 
Community 

God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ. 
 

CONFESSION OF FAITH:   APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
 creator of heaven and earth. 
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
          He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
          He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
   was crucified, died and was buried. 
          He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again. 
          He ascended into heaven,  
           and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
          He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
          the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
          the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 
At the end of each petition: 
P: Lord, in your mercy,   
C: hear our prayer. 

 
SHARING OF PEACE 

Wave the peace to each other, share peace signs, or do a socially distanced “butterfly peace”  
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always. 
C: And also with you.  
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OFFERING REFLECTION - Gratitude for God/Special Music   
     Bind Us Together     Timothy Siburg 
 

Refrain:  Bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot be broken. 
          Bind us, together, Lord, bind us together, Lord; bind us together in love. 

 
There is only one God. There is only one King. 

There is only one Body; that is why we can sing. Refrain 
 

You are the family of God. You are the promise divine. 
You are God’s chosen desire, you are the glorious new wine.     Refrain 

 
Bob Gillman/1977 Thankyou Music, admin. Integrity’s Hosanna! Music 

  
Offering plates are at both entrance and exits for your convenience, or you can give online thru our 
website. 

 
+OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have entrusted us with: 

ourselves; our time; our gifts, strengths, and passions; our things and possessions; and our very 
call from you to us as your baptized children to grow as your disciples and stewards of your love. 
Use us, and what we have gathered this day, in feeding your world with your love and serving our 
neighbors near and far, whom you call us into relationship with. All this we pray through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

+DIALOGUE  
P: The Lord be with you.  
C: And also with you.  
P: Lift up your hearts.  
C: We lift them to the Lord.  
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
  
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE/WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
P: Thanks be to you, O God, for the many gifts you have given us: each day and night, each river, 

valley, field and mountain each weather fair, each calm, each wild. And especially we thank you for 
the gift of Jesus, our Savior and Lord.  

   
P: We remember his mercy given so gently and generously, even in the very night in which he was 

betrayed, Our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in the remembrance of me.  

  
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:  
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this in the remembrance of me.  
  
P: With your Holy ones of all times and places, with earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon, 

and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  
C: Amen.  
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+THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
             as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
             and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.        Amen. 
 
P: These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for everything is ready. 
 
THE DISTRIBUTION  (please be seated as we receive the sacrament 
P: This is the body of Christ, given for you. 
P: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you. 
 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 
+POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
P: Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of salvation. 

Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope 
that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen.  
Sending 

We are sent from the worship service, to our serving of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 
week ahead 
 
BENEDICTION  (please stay seated – ushers will dismiss by pew) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
     the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace, serve the Lord, and remember that Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE      

Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 
Timothy Siburg    ---  Musician 

Carrie Flynn   ---   Lector 
Timothy Siburg   ---   Cantor 

Chris and Lynne Walz   ---   Ushers 
Jesse Baines, Caleb Nesson   ---   Sound Room 

Erin Miller, Nola Swenson   ---   Altar Guild 
 

 WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 
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THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 7:  Church office closed 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8:  Faith Circle       10:30 am 
     Rachel Circle        TO BE DETERMINED 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 11:  Faith Food Pantry setup       3:30 pm 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12: Faith Food Pantry distribution       8:00 am 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13: Health Cabinet Meeting       9:15 am 

Rally Day/Sunday School/God’s Work, Our Hands    9:15 am 
     Worship/160th Anniversary     10:30 am 
      
Sundays at 9:30 am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live/in-person worship 
Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC (bring your own camping chair) 
Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message on Facebook 
Wednesday Evening Worship W.E.W – 7:00-7:30 pm on Facebook  
Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30, BYOCC 
Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC 
     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122. 
 
How else can we support you in your faith life right now? Please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Allison (425) 
301-9122, Council President Koni Shallberg (402) 720-2847 or our secretary Jody Meier (402) 533-3175 . Your 
church family is here for you! God's blessings.   

 
MANY THANKS TO Timothy Siburg for serving as our organist and canting for us this morning. 
 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Jordon and Haley Flynn on the birth of their new little guy, Keenan Patrick Flynn - 
born Friday, August 28 weighing 8 lbs, 10 oz and 21" long.  Grandparents are Scott and Carrie Flynn and 
great-grandparents are Bob and Shirley Kocher.  Please keep these families in your prayers. 
 
IT’S TIME TO START THINKING ABOUT getting supplies for Lutheran World Relief kits.  Items needed are: 
 
Personal Care Kits: 

• One light weight bath towel – dark colors recommended 

• One metal nail clipper (attached file is optional) 

• Two bath-size bars (4-5 oz.) of soap, any brand in original wrapping 

• One adult-sized toothbrush (fi bought in multipacks, leave in package and they will be separated at the 
time of packing) 

• One sturdy comb 
If you would like to bring your donations, please leave on table in the upper narthex; or if you would like to 
make a monetary donation please mark your envelopes accordingly. Supplies will then be purchased.  Thanks 
in advance for your help. For questions, please contact Ruth Brown. 
 
NEXT SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 13TH HAPPENINGS: 

• Rally Day: Salem kids and friends are invited to Rally Day Sunday, September 13 from 9:30-10:15 as 
we start our Sunday School year! Our theme this year is inspired by the beloved lesson of Jonah and 
the Whale. We will focus on trusting God's call & recognizing His call as one of love & hope. Our event 
will take place outside. All of our teachers are going to wear masks & we encourage ALL the kids wear 
one as well. From 9:30-10:00 we will have a game on the lawn & we will reenact the story of Jonah & 
the whale, at 10:00 we will watch a video on the lawn and have a snack.   

• CRAM THE VAN: For this year's "God's Work, Our Hands" focus we will again CRAM THE VAN! With 
the help of Salem's Health Cabinet, we will be cramming the van (maybe 2?), with nonperishable items 
and toiletries to our local Faith Food Pantry, reaching families in need from 4+ counties around us. 
Come, give, and help especially after worship on Sunday, September 13 to cram the van with God's 
abundant love! Contact Sharon Brandt with questions. We will collect donations that Sunday and the full 
week before if you want to drop them off during the week at church. 
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• Salem's 160th Anniversary: If you have any pictures from Salem's rich story and history as we 
remember Salem's 160th anniversary, please share them with Carrie and Scott Flynn! We are excited 
to share them during the prelude and postlude on Sunday, September 13. Mark your calendars for a full 
recognition and celebration come next summer on June 20, 2021! 

 
THE HEALTH CABINET’S  HIGHWAY CLEANUP will take place on Wednesday, September 23 beginning at 
5:00 pm. Please be sure to check in at the church to get the supplies you need before starting.  Thanks in 
advance for your help.   

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 FIRST COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION SUNDAY. On Sunday, October 4, at 10:30am 
will be First Communion/Confirmation Sunday… Please keep the first communicants and young people 
affirming their baptism in your prayers as we approach this combined Sunday of First Communion and 
Confirmation.  

Being confirmed:        First Communicants: 
      Eliss Justice       Iziah Justice 
     Aislinn Miller                  Ava Miller 
     MayAnn Smith     Isabella Woods 

 
The dates for First Communion are: 
 Sunday, September 20 during Sunday School 
 Sunday, September 27 during Sunday School, baking bread in the kitchen 
 Wednesday, September 30 5:00-6:00 pm 
 Sunday, October 4 during Sunday School, in the sanctuary 
 
Please keep these kids, and their families, in prayer as they prepare to receive the sacrament of Holy 
Communion for the first time! 
 
CONFIRMATION 2020-2021 BEGINS WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16. Please keep our young people in 
prayer and as the Lutheran Heritage and Theology year of instruction begins with Pastor Allison Siburg on 
Wednesday, September 16, 6:30-7:30pm! As per the input and concerns of families and mentors with Pastor, it 
was decided at our informational meeting in August to have families find their own supper before arriving at 
church. Confirmation will gather at church for the 6:30-7:30pm lesson, and we'll re-evaluate as a 
Confirmation group in October if we want to keep supper separate, or add it back in. Wednesday, October 7 will 
be our first mentor night of the year! We're committed to a robust Confirmation year, as kids learn the lifelong 
muscle of being resilient, flexible, and trusting in God. We keep the goal in our mind's eye: to grow disciples, 
and building a foundation of a lifelong faith in Christ! 
 

 
160th ANNIVERSARY UPDATE   
Brothers and Sisters of Salem,  
      It was decided at our meeting for the 160th anniversary, that we will not have a big celebration as we 
had planned.  Instead, we will be celebrating on a much smaller scale.  In this time of uncertainty and 
confusion, we feel it is in the best interest of everyone who wishes to attend this great milestone to do so 
safely.  So, the initial, but smaller scale celebration will still be held on Sunday, September 13th.  This will 
include Rally Day and kickoff to the new school year.  We don’t feel comfortable having everyone congregate 
together indoors yet without any precautions and would hate to limit the attendance of those that wish to 
celebrate with us.  This includes any type of potluck/buffet.  We will still have some special ways to celebrate 
our 160 years of faithful service to our Lord on the 13th!   

One way we would like to safely celebrate is to do a slideshow of your pictures!  Please get your 
pictures of you and your family to Scott Flynn or the church as soon as possible.  We want to see how many 
ways everyone celebrated or praised the Lord here at Salem.  It can be wedding pictures, confirmation, 
baptism, birthdays, vacation bible school, Sunday school, etc. We just need them soon! 
     On the happier side of this pandemic, we have decided to go full steam ahead and keep our plans going 
for the BIG celebration next summer!  Our new date will be Sunday, June 13th, 2021 where we will celebrate 
161 years!  This coronavirus may be slowing down our celebration now but we’re going to do it bigger and 
better next year!  Look for more announcements about this in the coming months. 
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 As always, please be safe and keep the church in your prayers.  We all have so much to be thankful for 
and we look forward to seeing you all in person soon!!!             
Prayerfully, Angie Moeller 

 
DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee 
and bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two 
(salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our 
faith at home. We are the body of Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during 
this season! Thanks to those who have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here 
at: https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-album. 
 

Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License #A-
725880. Blest Be the Tie that Binds - Johann Nagelias/Public Domain; Bind Us Together - Bob Gillman/1977 Thankyou 
Music, admin. Integrity’s Hosanna! Music. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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