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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH  

FONTANELLE, NEBRASKA  
  

SUNDAY, September 20, 2020 - The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  
  

Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending  
  

Gathering  

The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together 
(online and in person!) by God’s grace. 

  

PRELUDE  
  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
      

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, † one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever.   
C: Amen.   
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 

you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   

C: Amen.   

P: We confess these words in our hearts. Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin 

and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 

not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  

C: Amen.   
P: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the 

† Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen.   
  

+APOSTOLIC GREETING  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all.  

C: [Please motion “giving” hands out to pastor, or, quietly say these words:]  And also with you.  
  

+PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P: God of grace and truth, You are the perfecter of our faith and the foundation of our life together.     

When we go astray, you bring us back into your fold. Help our lives to reflect your same mercy, and 

help us to believe in your promises always, for nothing is impossible with you. In Jesus’ name we 

pray. Amen.     

 
The Word  

We listen to the Word. 
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FIRST LESSON:    Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, Get up, go to Nineveh, that great 

city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you. So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to 
the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. Jonah 
began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, "Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!" And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great 
and small, put on sackcloth. 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind 
about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
  
PSALMODY:   Psalm 145:1-8  
1 I will extol you, my God and King, and bless your name forever and ever. 
2 Every day I will bless you, and praise your name forever and ever. 
3 Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; his greatness is unsearchable. 
4 One generation shall laud your works to another, and shall declare your mighty acts. 
5 On the glorious splendor of your majesty, and on your wondrous works, I will meditate. 
6 The might of your awesome deeds shall be proclaimed, and I will declare your greatness. 
7 They shall celebrate the fame of your abundant goodness, and shall sing aloud of your 
righteousness. 
8 The LORD is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. 
   

SECOND LESSON:       Philippians 1:21-30 
Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his 

imprisonment, he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect 
and enhance the gospel mission.  

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor 
for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart 
and be with Christ, for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. Since I 
am convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
faith, so that I may share abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when I come to you again. 
Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether I come and see you or 
am absent and hear about you, I will know that you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side 
with one mind for the faith of the gospel, and are in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them 
this is evidence of their destruction, but of your salvation. And this is God's doing. For he has 
graciously granted you the privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well 
— since you are having the same struggle that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
 

+GOSPEL  

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 20th chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Matthew 20:1-16.)  
Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God 

rewards people according to what they have earned or deserve.  
For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 

laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into 
his vineyard. When he went out about nine o'clock, he saw others standing idle in the 
marketplace; and he said to them, 'You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.' 
So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o'clock, he did the same. And 
about five o'clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, 'Why are you 
standing here idle all day?' They said to him, 'Because no one has hired us.' He said to them, 'You 
also go into the vineyard.' When evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, 'Call 
the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.' When those  
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hired about five o'clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, 
they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when 
they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, 'These last worked only one hour, and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.' But 
he replied to one of them, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual 
daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to 
you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am 
generous?' So the last will be first, and the first will be last." 
P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
  
SERMON      

  

SERMON SONG/SPECIAL MUSIC    Will You Let Me Be Your Servant? (Vs. 1-3)      Nola Swenson 
 

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

 
We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav'lers on the road; 

we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

I will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 

 
Richard Gilland/Betty Pulkingham 
 
                                                                         Community 

God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ.  
  

CONFESSION OF FAITH:   APOSTLES’ CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.     

             He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

             He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  

             He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.                             

             He will come again to judge the living and the dead.        

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

              the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
   
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

P: Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in need.  
  

At the end of each petition:  

P: Lord, in your mercy,      

C: hear our prayer.  
  

SHARING OF PEACE  

Wave the peace to each other, share peace signs, or do a socially distanced “butterfly peace”   
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always.  
C: And also with you.   
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OFFERING REFLECTION - Gratitude for God/Special Music    
Here I Am. Lord  (Vs. 1 & 3)     Nola Swenson 

 
"I, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my people cry. 

All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save. 
I, who made the stars of night, I will make their darkness bright. 

Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall I send?" 
 

Refrain: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. 
            I will go, Lord, if you lead me. I will hold your people in my heart. 

 
"I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame. 

I will set a feast for them. My hand will save. 
Finest bread I will provide till their hearts be satisfied. 

I will give my life to them. Whom shall I send?"         Refrain 
 

Daniel Schutte 

    

Offering plates are at both entrance and exits for your convenience, or you can give online thru 

our website.  
  

+OFFERTORY PRAYER  

P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have entrusted us with: 
ourselves; our time; our gifts, strengths, and passions; our things and possessions; and our very 
call from you to us as your baptized children to grow as your disciples and stewards of your love. 
Use us, and what we have gathered this day, in feeding your world with your love and serving our 
neighbors near and far, whom you call us into relationship with. All this we pray through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen.  
  

+DIALOGUE   

P: The Lord be with you.   

C: And also with you.   

P: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them to the Lord.   

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
              
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE/WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

P: Thanks be to you, O God, for the many gifts you have given us: each day and night, each river, 
valley, field and mountain each weather fair, each calm, each wild. And especially we thank you for 

the gift of Jesus, our Savior and Lord.   
    

P: We remember his mercy given so gently and generously, even in the very night in which he was 
betrayed, Our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in the remembrance of me.   

   

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:   

    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this in the remembrance of me.   
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P: With your Holy ones of all times and places, with earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon, 
and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.   

C: Amen.   
   
+THE LORD’S PRAYER  

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.  

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                           
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

P: These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for everything is ready.  

 

THE DISTRIBUTION  (please be seated as we receive the sacrament)  
P: This is the body of Christ, given for you.  

P: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.  
  
COMMUNION BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
  
+POST COMMUNION PRAYER    

P: Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of salvation. 
Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope 
that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen.   
Sending  

We are sent from the worship service, to our serving 
of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 

week ahead  
  
BENEDICTION  (please stay seated – ushers will dismiss by pew)  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;      
the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace.  

C: Amen.  
  
DISMISSAL  

P: Go in peace, serve the Lord, and remember that Christ is with you.  

C: Thanks be to God.  
  

POSTLUDE    
Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 

Nancy Schroeder    ---    Musician 
Lynne Walz   ---   Lector 

Nola Swenson   ---   Cantor 
Chris and Lynne Walz   ---   Ushers 

Chris Woods, Caleb Nesson   ---   Sound Room 

Erin Miller, Nola Swenson   ---   Altar Guild 
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  WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH!  
   Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God.  
     Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us.  
       Sing with delight…it is God who hears us.  
         Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you.  
           Serve with joy…it is your gift to God.  

 

THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22:                         Mail Shalom 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23:  Hiway Clean Up       5:00 pm 

Confirmation        6:30 pm 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27:                           First Communion Class      9:15 am 

         Sunday School       9:30 am 

                                                Worship        10:30 am 

                                    Confirmation Run thru in Sanctuary   11:30 am 

   

Sundays at 9:30 am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live/in-person worship  
Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC (bring your own camping chair)  
Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message on Facebook  
Wednesday Evening Worship W.E.W – 7:00-7:30 pm on Facebook   
Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30, BYOCC  
Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC  
     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122.  
  

How else can we support you in your faith life right now? Please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Allison (425) 
301-9122, Council President Koni Shallberg (402) 720-2847 or our secretary Jody Meier (402) 533-3175 . Your 
church family is here for you! God's blessings.    
  

MANY THANKS TO Nancy Schroeder for serving as our organist and to Nola Swenson for canting for us this 
morning.  

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO Gavin Shallberg and Brooke Taylor as they were united in marriage yesterday in 
Bennington. Please keep this young couple in your prayers as they begin their new life together.  
 
BABY CONGRATS  TO Elizabeth (Todd/Mengedoht) and Jared Kennemer on the birth of their new little 
addition - Asher Cameron Kennemer born at 9:19pm on Friday September 11 weighing 8 lbs 9 oz, and 20 
inches long.  Grandparents are Jim and Tiffany Mengedoht and great-grandparents are Orv and Julie 
Mengedoht.  Mom and baby and healthy and doing well.  Please keep this young family in your prayers.   
 
THE HEALTH CABINET’S HIGHWAY CLEANUP will take place on Wednesday, September 23 beginning at 
5:00 pm. Please be sure to check in at the church to get the supplies you need before starting.  Thanks in 
advance for your help.    
 
W.E.W. WEDNESDAY EVENING WORSHIP continues at 7:00pm, on you guessed it... Wednesdays! Join us 

on Salem's Facebook page for this brief mid-week service as we hear the Word, pray, and sing a song of 

praise. All ages, Salem's flock and friends, are welcome to tune in thru Facebook, AND contribute prayers and 

sorrows and joys! Join us this Wednesday. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE VIDEOS are posted each Tuesday around 10:30am on Facebook. You can also find 

them at SalemFontanelle.org by clicking the last item of the drop-down menu under the "Education tab." Share 

and listen to God's invitation to grow in faith! 
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CRAM THE VAN WILL CONTINUE THRU SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4TH.  Many thanks to all who gave to CRAM 

THE VAN’’ – but we will continue to take donations thru October 4th as the Faith Food Pantry won’t happen until 

Saturday, October 10.  So let’s CRAM THE VAN some more.   

SALEM’S FALL CLEAN UP DAY will take place on Saturday, October 3rd beginning at 8:00 am.  Hope to 
accomplish lots of outdoor clean up items – one main thing is to take down the pine tree on the parsonage side 
by the trash cans – so bring your chain saws, limb loppers and your muscles!! 
 

THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP! Our congregation is blessed with people who serve with their 

God-given gifts - from age 1 to 101!! THANK YOU! If you are thinking about joining in or serving in a new way, 

please join your sisters and brothers in Christ as we greet, lector, steward the sacraments, usher, run the 

tech/sound room, move the camera phone to live-stream worship... the ways to help out in worship are (almost) 

endless, there's no one too young or too old to lead with a servant heart for Christ! Please sign up to serve in 

the narthex by the stairs or let our secretary Jody Meier or Pastor Allison know.  

 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 FIRST COMMUNION/CONFIRMATION SUNDAY. On Sunday, October 4, at 10:30am 
will be First Communion/Confirmation Sunday… Please keep the first communicants and young people 
affirming their baptism in your prayers as we approach this combined Sunday of First Communion and 
Confirmation.   
 Being confirmed:            First Communicants:  

        Eliss Justice            Iziah Justice  
       Aislinn Miller                      Ava Miller  
       MayAnn Smith           Isabella Woods  
  

The dates for First Communion are:  

   Sunday, September 20 during Sunday School  

Sunday, September 27 during Sunday School, baking bread in the kitchen/Confirmation Run thru in                                                                    
Sanctuary – 11:30 am  

   Wednesday, September 30 5:00-6:00 pm  

   Sunday, October 4 during Sunday School, in the sanctuary  

  

Please keep these kids, and their families, in prayer as they prepare to receive the sacrament of Holy 
Communion for the first time!  

 

DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee 
and bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two  

(salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our 
faith at home. We are the body of Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during 
this season! Thanks to those who have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here at: 
https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-album.  

  
Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License 
#A725880. Will You Let Me Be Your Servant - Richard Gilland/Betty Pulkingham/1977 Scripture In Song, admin. Capitol 
CMG Publishing; Here I Am, Lord – Daniel Schutte/1981 OCP Publications, Inc.; Now the Feast and Celebration – Marty 
Hagen/1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.   
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