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Sunday, October 25, 2020 – Reformation Sunday 

  

Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending  

  

Gathering  

The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together 
(online and in person!) by God’s grace. 

  

PRELUDE  

  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  

      

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 
 
P: God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from our sin to live for 

you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess our sin, receive your 
forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen.  
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
+PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 
+DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 

+APOSTOLIC GREETING  

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 
you all.  

C: And also with you.  

  
 
 
 
 

1 



+PRAYER OF THE DAY  
P: Let us pray, 
C: Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the church in every age. 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and 
comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
The Word  

We listen to the Word. 
 

FIRST LESSON:     Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live 
upright lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The 
renewed covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies 
in a God who forgets. 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I 
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was 
their husband, says the LORD. But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after 
those days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, 
“Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for 
I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
 PSALMODY:    Psalm 46 (to be read responsively) 
1 God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the mountains shake in the 
depths of the sea; 
3 though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with its tumult 
4 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy habitation of the Most High  
5 God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the break of day. 
6 The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
7 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
8 Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
9 behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, and shatters the 
spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
10 “Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the 
earth.” 
11 The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  
 
SECOND LESSON:  Romans 3:19-28 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No 
human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right 
relationship with God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that 
liberates us from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that 
every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. For “no human 
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the 
knowledge of sin. 
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But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the 
law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For 
there is no distinction, since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; they are now justified by 
his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, whom God put forward as a 
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, 
because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; it was to prove 
at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 
          Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the 
law of faith. For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 
 
+GOSPEL  
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8th chapter.  
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of John 8:31-36.)  

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth 
that sets people free from sin. 

Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my 
disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” They answered him, “We are 
descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You 
will be made free’?” 
   Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The 
slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. So if the 
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord.  

C: Praise to you, O Christ.  
  

SERMON               

  

SERMON SONG/SPECIAL MUSIC     A Mighty Fortress is Our God           Emma Woods 
A mighty fortress is our God, a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod and wins salvation glorious. 
The old satanic foe has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might he arms himself to fight. On earth he has no equal. 
 

No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, rejected. 
But now a champion comes to fight, whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? The Lord of hosts is he! 
Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, God's only Son, adored. He holds the field victorious. 

 
Though hordes of devils fill the land all threat'ning to devour us, 
we tremble not, unmoved we stand; they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; in battle we'll engage! 
His might is doomed to fail; God's judgment must prevail! One little word subdues him. 

 
God's Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, who fear it; 
for God himself fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit. 
Were they to take our house, goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

through life be wrenched away, they cannot win the day. The kingdom's ours forever! 
 

Martin Luther/1978 Lutheran Book of Worship admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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                                                                         Community 
God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ.  

  

+CONFESSION OF FAITH:   APOSTLES’ CREED  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.     

             He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  

             He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  

             He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.                             

             He will come again to judge the living and the dead.        

     I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, 

              the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

   

+PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

P: With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all those in 

         need. 

At the end of each petition:  

P: Lord, in your mercy,     

C: hear our prayer.  

 

SHARING OF PEACE  

Wave the peace to each other, share peace signs, or do a socially distanced “butterfly peace”   
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always.  
C: And also with you.   

  

OFFERING REFLECTION - Gratitude for God/Special Music    

I Love to Tell the Story  (Vs. 1 & 3)                       Emma Woods 
I love to tell the story of unseen things above, 
of Jesus and his glory, of Jesus and his love. 

I love to tell the story, because I know it's true; 
it satisfies my longings as nothing else would do. 

 
Refrain: I love to tell the story; 'twill be my theme in glory 

to tell the old, old story of Jesus and his love. 
 

I love to tell the story, for those who know it best 
seem hungering and thirsting to hear it like the rest. 

And when, in scenes of glory, I sing the new, new song, 
I'll sing the old, old story that I have loved so long.       Refrain 

 
Katherine Hankey/William Fischer 
 

Offering plates are at both entrance and exits for your convenience, or you can give online thru our 

website.  
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+OFFERTORY PRAYER  

C: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have entrusted us with: 
ourselves; our time; our gifts, strengths, and passions; our things and possessions; and our very 
call from you to us as your baptized children to grow as your disciples and stewards of your love. 
Use us, and what we have gathered this day, in feeding your world with your love and serving our 
neighbors near and far, whom you call us into relationship with. All this we pray through the one 
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

+DIALOGUE   

P: The Lord be with you.   

C: And also with you.   

P: Lift up your hearts.   

C: We lift them to the Lord.   

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

              
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE/WORDS OF INSTITUTION   

P: Thanks be to you, O God, for the many gifts you have given us: each day and night, each river, 
valley, field and mountain each weather fair, each calm, each wild. And especially we thank you for 

the gift of Jesus, our Savior and Lord.   
    

P: We remember his mercy given so gently and generously, even in the very night in which he was 
betrayed, Our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in the remembrance of me.   

 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:   

    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this in the remembrance of me.   

   

P: With your Holy ones of all times and places, with earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon, 
and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.  C: Amen.   

   

+THE LORD’S PRAYER  

P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.  

C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,                           
as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

     and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  

  

P: These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Come, for everything is ready.  

 

THE DISTRIBUTION   (please be seated as we receive the sacrament)  
P: This is the body of Christ, given for you.  

P: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.  

  

COMMUNION BLESSING  

P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
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+POST COMMUNION PRAYER    

P: Faithful God, you have kept your promise to us in this meal, nourishing us with the gift of salvation. 
Now send your servants forth in peace, that we may testify to your goodness and share the hope 

that is ours in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

C: Amen.   

Sending  

We are sent from the worship service, to our serving 
of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 

week ahead  

  

BENEDICTION  (please stay seated – ushers will dismiss by pew)  

P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;      
the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace.  

C: Amen.  
  

DISMISSAL  

P: Go in peace, serve the Lord, and remember that Christ is with you.  

C: Thanks be to God.  

  

POSTLUDE    

       

Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 

Timothy Siburg    ---    Musician 

Carrie Flynn   ---   Lector 

Emma Woods   ---   Cantor 

Les and Koni Shallberg   ---   Usher 

Jesse Baines, Caleb Nesson   ---   Sound Room 

Erin Miller, Nola Swenson   ---   Altar Guild 

  

  WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH!  

   Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God.  

     Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us.  

       Sing with delight…it is God who hears us.  

         Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you.  

           Serve with joy…it is your gift to God.  

 

THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25:   Fellowship      11:30 am 
      Men’s Bible Study       6:00 pm 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 26:   Quilters        9:00 am 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 27:   Children’s Message on Facebook   10:30 am 
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 28:  Confirmation        6:30 pm 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1:   Daylight Savings Time Ends     2:00 am 
      Sunday School       9:30 am 
      Worship/All Saints/Holy Communion  10:30 am 
      Men’s Bible Study       6:00 pm 
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Sundays at 9:30 am - Worship and Service of the Word on Facebook live/in-person worship  

Mondays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC (bring your own camping chair)  

Tuesdays at 10:00am - Children's Message on Facebook  

Wednesday Evening Worship W.E.W – 7:00-7:30 pm on Facebook   

Wednesdays - In the office - Jody, 9-5 & Pastor 2-7:30, BYOCC  

Thursdays - In the office - Jody, 9-1 & Pastor, 9-12, BYOCC  

     Pastor Allison is available anytime to provide pastoral care. You can reach her at (425) 301-9122.  

  

How else can we support you in your faith life right now? Please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Allison (425) 
301-9122, Council President Koni Shallberg (402) 720-2847 or our secretary Jody Meier (402) 533-3175 . Your 
church family is here for you! God's blessings.    
  
MANY THANKS TO Timothy Siburg for serving as our pianist and to Emma Woods for canting for us this 
morning.  
  
OCTOBER IS PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH – Please remember to thank Pastor Allison and Timothy for 
all their hard work at Salem.  If you would like to make a monetary donation to them, there are envelopes for 
that purpose on both tables in the front narthex and back narthex.  Just drop in the offering plate and then one 
check will be given to them at the end of the month.   
 
ALL SAINTS SUNDAY—NOVEMBER 1.  On that day we will be remembering those individuals who have 
passed on before us this past year. Please let the church office know of friends and family that you would like 
to have remembered on that day. Please have the information (name of individual with the correct spelling and 
their relationship to you) to the church office no later than Wednesday, October  28. Those baptized this past 
year will also be remembered.   
 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS ON NOVEMBER 1 – please remember to set your clocks back one hour 
before going to bed on Saturday night.   
 
AS IN THE YEAR’S PAST WE WILL BE REMEMBERING OUR VETERAN’S ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8TH 
DURING WORSHIP.  There will be a slideshow of our Vets and their friends or family shown during our 
Prelude that morning.  
 If you would like to have someone added to the slideshow please email, send, or drop off a photo with 
their name, branch of service and dates of enlistment to the church office no later than Wednesday, November 
4th.  Any questions please see Jody. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL SYMPTHAY IS EXTENDED TO Matt and Kristi Smith on the passing of Matt’s 100-year 
old grandmother, Marguerite Smith who passed away on Monday, October 12. A private graveside service will 
be held.  
 We also hold the family of Melanie and Justin Smith in prayer as Melanie's grandma Cleo Congdon died 

on October 14 in Kansas at age 101. 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY  So our Men’s group at Salem Fontanelle has been pretty quiet, since our Men’s group 
;holding a men’s bible study starting this Sunday, November 25 beginning at 6pm, at Salem in Fontanelle. I 
chose a study from Vince Miller called “7 Challenges for Men”. Everyone’s invited. See you Sunday! The study 
will last for 7 weeks. Please contact Chris Walz if you have any questions. 
 
CHRISTMAS WREATHS FUNDRAISER FOR CONFIRMATION CAMP 2021.  It's that time of year! The 

confirmation students at Salem are selling Christmas wreaths, swags, and gifts. They are raising money to go 

to Confirmation camp in the summer of 2021. The live wreaths are $25, swags are $25, and other gifts are 

garlands for $30, a reindeer set for $20 and a tabletop centerpiece for $18. Please place your order as soon as 

possible by asking any confirmation student on the next 2 Sundays, or call the church office. Order forms are 

also in the narthex for you to sign up on. The last day to order is Friday, November 6. The items will arrive from 

the farm right after Thanksgiving. Thank you for helping the confirmands grow in their faith by helping them go 

to Confirmation camp. Order your wreaths and decorations today! Please contact Melanie Smith if you have 

any questions.                                                                  7 



HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH - I’m certain that when I tell you I’m tired of hearing the words Covid, pandemic, home 
school, on-line school, new normal, you-fill-in-the-blank, you will nod your head in agreement. I am tempted to 
just give up and throw my hands up in frustration. Temptation is exactly what we’ll be studying this year through 
a book called “The Screwtape Letters." Remember the guy who wrote the Narnia Chronicles? Well, he wrote 
an interesting book about Christian theology, temptation and the resistance to temptation. Sounds deep doesn’t 
it? It can be, but I have a great study guide specifically for teens to help us navigate temptation. Because 
maybe you’re like me, and you’re tempted to just give up. It would be so much easier, but God doesn’t want us 
to give up. If you’re tempted to avoid the unattractive path God has planned, turn to Jesus on the cross. See 
Him as a reminder that priceless treasures are in broken vessels. (Chris Tiegreen wrote this.) 
 Are you tempted to join me? Come spend time on God’s word on Sunday mornings in the church 
basement at 9:15.             
 
Merry Muhsman              

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE VIDEOS are posted each Tuesday around 10:30am on Facebook. You can also find 
them at SalemFontanelle.org by clicking the last item of the drop-down menu under the "Education tab." Share 
and listen to God's invitation to grow in faith! 
 
THANK YOU FOR SERVING IN WORSHIP! Our congregation is blessed with people who serve with their 
God-given gifts - from age 1 to 101!! THANK YOU! If you are thinking about joining in or serving in a new way, 
please join your sisters and brothers in Christ as we greet, lector, steward the sacraments, usher, run the 
tech/sound room, move the camera phone to live-stream worship... the ways to help out in worship are (almost) 
endless, there's no one too young or too old to lead with a servant heart for Christ! Please sign up to serve in 
the narthex by the stairs or let our secretary Jody Meier or Pastor Allison know.  
 
DIGITAL PHOTO ALBUM - Send in your pictures at home of worshipping online together! Full cups of coffee 
and bedheads are fully acceptable!! Join in the fun and email Jody a picture or two  
(salemfontanelle@yahoo.com) of you and/or your family during this time of COVID-10 as we are enriching our 
faith at home. We are the body of Christ, at church & when we need to worship at home on Facebook during 
this season! Thanks to those who have already sent in some great pictures. You can see them here at: 
https://salemfontanelle.org/digital-photo-album.  
 
CHRISTMAS CAROLS FROM THE FLOCK  The Worship and Music Committee is inviting families and 
households to make videos singing a favorite Christmas hymn or carol. We know you have favorites!! Sign up 
quick, the carols are first come, first serve!  

We would then show the whole batch families singing carols as a part of the Christmas Eve 5:00pm 
worship service.  

Kids, break out those instruments! Need a musician to accompany you? Let us Salem’s musicians 
know (Nancy Schroeder, Tricia, and Timothy Siburg). Have fun video recording on your phone/device from 
your home, your favorite space, your Christmas tree, you name it—or record it at church! All recordings must be 
completed & sent in by Monday, December 14th, in order to be ready and used for Christmas Eve.  

Sign-ups will start Sunday, October 18th at church, or you can sign up by contacting Jody. 
Choose your carol!  
          …Angels From the Realms of Glory 

 Angels We Have Heard on High 

 Away in a Manger 

 The Bells of Christmas 

 The First Noel 

 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 

 Go Tell it on the Mountain 

 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 

 I Am So Glad Each Christmas Eve 

 Infant Holy, Infant Lowly 

 In the Bleak Midwinter 
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 It Came upon the Midnight Clear 

 Jesus, What a Wonderful Child 

 Joy to the World 

 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 Love Has Come 

 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 Once in Royal David’s City 

 Silent Night, Holy Night! 

 Your Little Ones, Dear Lord 

 What Child is This 
 
Sing loud and proud! Since it’s a lower risk  to sing in our homes than it is as a whole worshipping body in 

this time of COVID, we thought as a committee, why not have fun with it by gathering around your favorite 
Christmas carol. We’re happy to provide words and music as requested. Please save and send the recording 
as a .mp4 file. If you record at church in early December, Deacon Timothy will be happy to help.  
- Deacon Timothy Siburg (on behalf of Worship & Music);E-mail: timothy@nebraskasynod.org  & Phone: (360) 
536-1963 

 
Copyright © 2020. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and reprinted by permission 

under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License 

#A725880. A Mighty Fortress is Our God - Martin Luther/1978 Lutheran Book of Worship admin. Augsburg Fortress/public 

domain; I Love to Tell the Story - Katherine Hankey/William Fischer/public domain. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.   
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