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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FONTANELLE, NEBRASKA 

April 18, 2021 – Third Sunday of Easter 
 

Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together (online and in person!) by God’s grace. 

 
PRELUDE                                            Processional on Salzburg – arr. Nixon  
                         
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + One God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, 
     our light and our salvation. 
C: Amen.  
 
P: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death to 
life, from tears to joy. 

 We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
    like rains to our thirsting earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water shared with 

strangers. 
  Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and     

forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. Make us one, risen Christ. 
    Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
   To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
 
+GATHERING HYMN  Christ is Alive! Let Christians Sing         Congregation 
 

Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. The cross stands empty to the sky. 
Let streets and homes with praises ring. Love, drowned in death, shall never die.  

 
Christ is alive! No longer bound to distant years in Palestine, 

but saving, healing, here and now, and touching ev'ry place and time. 
 

In ev'ry insult, rift, and war, where color, scorn, or wealth divide, 
Christ suffers still, yet loves the more, and lives, where even hope has died. 

 
Women and men, in age and youth, can feel the Spirit, hear the call, 
and find the way, the life, the truth, revealed in Jesus, freed for all. 

 
Christ is alive, and comes to bring good news to this and every age, 

till earth and sky and ocean ring with joy, with justice, love, and praise. 
 
Brian A. Wren/T. Williams/1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company/public domain 

 
+APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you.                                                 1 



+PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P: Let us pray, 
C: Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with 

your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

    Amen. 
 

The Word 
We listen to the Word. 

 
FIRST LESSON:     Acts 3:12-19 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how God’s promises to 
Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering 
them forgiveness and restoration in Jesus’ name. 

Peter addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why do you stare at 
us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? The God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you 
handed over and rejected in the presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. But you 
rejected the Holy and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, and you killed the 
Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. And by faith in his name, his 
name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and know; and the faith that is through Jesus 
has given him this perfect health in the presence of all of you. 
            “And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. In this way God 
fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his Messiah would suffer. Repent therefore, 
and turn to God so that your sins may be wiped out.” 
 
PSALMODY:    Psalm 4 
1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was in distress; have 
mercy on me and hear my prayer. 
2 “You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love illusions and seek after 
lies?” 
3 Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD will hear me when I call. 
4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence upon your bed.  
5 Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 
6 Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your face shine upon us, O LORD. 
7 You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound. 
8 In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me rest secure.  

 
SECOND LESSON:       1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know the full details of our 
future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is 
what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are 
God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is 
revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all who have this hope in him purify 
themselves, just as he is pure. 
   Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. You know that he was 
revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. No one who abides in him sins; no one who 
sins has either seen him or known him. Little children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does 
what is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 
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+GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 24th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Luke 24:36b-48.) 

In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of the disciples to 
understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has been raised and sends them on a mission to 
proclaim the message of repentance and forgiveness. 

Jesus himself stood among the disciples and said to them, “Peace be with you.” They were 
startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you 
frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I 
myself. Touch me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And 
when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were 
disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a 
piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. 
          Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.” Then 
he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 
Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of 
sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of 
these things. 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON   
 
SERMON SONG     Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ         Congregation 
 

Let us talents and tongues employ, reaching out with a shout of joy: 
bread is broken, the wine is poured, Christ is spoken and seen and heard. 

 
Refrain:  Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
Jesus lives again, earth can breathe again, 

pass the Word around: loaves abound! 
 

Christ is able to make us one, at the table he sets the tone, 
teaching people to live to bless, love in word and in deed express.      Refrain 

 
Jesus calls us in, sends us out bearing fruit in a world of doubt, 

gives us love to tell, bread to share: God (Immanuel) ev'rywhere!      Refrain 
 
Fred Kaan/Doreen Potter/1975 Hope Publishing Company 

 
Community 

God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ. 
 

+CONFESSION OF FAITH:      APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
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     He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  
     He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,           

      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  

 
+PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P: Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God who 

promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love.. 
 

At the end of each petition: 
P:  Hear us, O God. 
C:  Your mercy is great. 
 

+SHARING OF PEACE 
Wave the peace to each other, share peace signs, or do a socially distanced “butterfly peace”  
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always. 
C: And also with you.  

 
OFFERING/OFFERING REFLECTION – Gratitude for God/Special Music  
 Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks (Vs. 1, 2, 5)     Nola Swenson 
 

Refrain:  Alleluia, alleluia, give thanks to the risen Lord; 
Alleluia, alleluia, give praise to his name. 

 
Jesus is Lord of all the earth; he is the king of creation.     Refrain 

 
Spread the good news o’er all the earth; Jesus has died and has risen.     Refrain 

 
Come, let us praise the living God, joyfully sing to our Savior.     Refrain 

 
Donald Fishel/Betty Pulkingham/1973 Word of God Music, admin. The Copyright Company 

 
Offering plates are at both entrance and exits for your convenience, 

or you can give online thru our website. 
 

 

+OFFERTORY PRAYER 
C: God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our lives and the 

gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; for the sake of your 
beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
+DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you.   
P: Lift up your hearts.   
C: We lift them to the Lord.   
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   
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+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE/WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
P: Thanks be to you, O God, for the many gifts you have given us: each day and night, each river, 

valley, field and mountain each weather fair, each calm, each wild. And especially we thank you for 
the gift of Jesus, our Savior and Lord.   

    
P: We remember his mercy given so gently and generously, even in the very night in which he was 

betrayed, Our Lord Jesus took bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this in the remembrance of me.   

 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:   
    This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.     

Do this in the remembrance of me.   
   
P: With your Holy ones of all times and places, with earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon, 

and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.   
C: Amen.                                                                    
 
+THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
     Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
             as we forgive those who trespass against us;    
             and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
     For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.   Amen. 

 
THE DISTRIBUTION   (please be seated as we receive the sacrament)  
P: This is the body of Christ, given for you.  
P: This is the blood of Christ, shed for you.  

 
COMMUNION BLESSING  
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.  
  
POST COMMUNION PRAYER   
P: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still 

around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, 
     through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
C: Amen. 
 

Sending 
We are sent from the worship service, to our serving of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 
week ahead. 
 
CLOSING HYMN  Lord, You Give the Great Commission       Congregation 
 

Lord, you give the great commission: "Heal the sick and preach the word." 
Lest the church neglect its mission, and the gospel go unheard, 

help us witness to your purpose with renewed integrity: 
 

Refrain:  With the Spirit's gifts empow'r us for the work of ministry. 
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Lord, you call us to your service: "In my name baptize and teach." 
That the world may trust your promise, life abundant meant for each, 

give us all new fervor, draw us closer in community:      Refrain 
 

Lord, you make the common holy: "This my body, this my blood." 
Let us all, for earth's true glory, daily lift life heavenward, 

asking that the world around us share your children's liberty:      Refrain 
 

Lord, you show us love's true measure: "Father, what they do, forgive." 
Yet we hoard as private treasure all that you so freely give. 

May your care and mercy lead us to a just society:      Refrain 
 

Lord, you bless with words assuring: "I am with you to the end." 
Faith and hope and love restoring, may we serve as you intend 

and, amid the cares that claim us, hold in mind eternity:      Refrain 
 
Jeffery Rowthorn/Cyril Taylor/1978 Hope Publishing Company/1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company 

 
BENEDICTION  (please stay seated – ushers will dismiss by pew) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
     the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Share the good news. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE                                            An Easter Postlude – arr. Marsh                

Rev. Allison Siburg   —-   Pastor 
Nancy Schroeder   ---   Musician 

Ava Miller, Aislinn Miller   ---   Acolytes 
Bob Kocher   ---   Lector 

Nola Swenson    ---   Cantor 
Justice Family, Talyn Fogg   ---   Ushers 
Shirley Kocher, Talyn Fogg---   Greeters 

   ---   Sound Room 
Carrie Flynn, Heather Ruwe    ---   Counters   
Jodi Johann, Carrie Flynn   ---   Altar Guild 

 
THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
SUNDAY, APRIL 18:   Health Cabinet/Nickerson Fire Department 
      Blood Drive      11:00 am 
     Worship and Music Meeting     11:30 am 
TUESDAY; APRIL 20:  Mail Shalom 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 21:  Evangelism Supper        6:00 pm 
     Confirmation         6:30 pm 
SUNDAY, APRIL 25:   Sunday School via in person/Zoom      9:30 am 
     Bible Study with Pastor Allision      9:30 am 
     Worship       10:30 am 
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WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 
 
MANY THANKS TO Nancy Schroeder for serving as our pianist this morning and to Nola Swenson for canting.   
 

FONTANELLE 5K – SUNDAY, MAY 23, AT 8:00 AM - Save the date and start stretching those legs for 
a Fun Run (or Fun Walk) in the neighborhood, put on by the Confirmation parent committee. This 
fundraiser will support the middle school kids in their ministry and events as they grow in years and 
faith. 8:00am 5K in Fontanelle (free t-shirt), 10:30 Pentecost Sunday worship, 11:30 Pulled Pork 

fellowship provided by the Men in Mission. Sign-up in the narthex today. For the 5K, $30 per adult, 
$20 per kid, FREE age 10 and under--invite your family and friends, and our neighbors!                     

 
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY, MAY 2 - Please keep our young people in your prayers as they make affirmation 
of their faith on Confirmation Sunday, May 2, Talyn Fogg, Hailey Smith, Briar Uhing and Jlynn Vollmer. We 
also will recognize our high school graduates, Andrew Cone, Emily Miller, Ty Miller, and Austin Muhsman. We 
ask for God's blessings on them as they reach these milestones! 

 
BIBLE STUDY ON JESUS AROUND THE WORLD - Join Pastor Allison for an Easter season adult 
Bible Study that leads up to Pentecost. We'll look at the backgrounds of Jesus artwork from around 
the world to help us grow in an even richer understanding of God in Christ through the arts. Mark your 
calendars! We will be in the fellowship hall 9:30am Sundays, May 9, 16 (no May 2 with Confirmation 
Sunday)  
 
 FELLOWSHIP TIME is starting again.  If you would be interested in serving fellowship, please sign up 
online or on the bulletin board.  If no one has signed up for a week there will be no coffee or fellowship 
served. 

  
SUPPER AT THE FIRE STATION – on the first Monday of every month from 5:00-7:00 pm, 101 N. 
Maple St., in Nickerson.  Age 11+ - $10.00/Age 10 and under - $5.00/First Responders - $5.00 – 
includes 1 entrée and a water/soda.  Check the flyer on the bulletin board for all the information.  
 
THE HEALTH CABINET OF SALEM ALONG WITH THE NICKERSON FIRE DEPARTMENT are hosting a  
Blood Drive TODAY  from11:00 am to 5:00 pm.  Bring your Donor Card or Photo ID. Note – Eat breakfast/lunch 
and drink plenty of water prior to donating blood.  
 
THE HEALTH CABINET is sponsoring a fundraiser by selling Papa Murphy cards.  The cost is only $5.00 – so 
go see a Health Cabinet member and get your cards today.   
 
SIGNUPS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR 2021!  Please note that signup sheets for 2021 are now posted on the 
bulletin board and are available on Signup Genius – please add your name where you can.   
 
Copyright © 2021. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License #A-
725880.  Scripture readings come from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. The words and liturgy used for our 
service are copyright 2020 by Sundays and Seasons and are being used and broadcast with permission. Christ is Alive! 
Let Christians Sing - Brian A. Wren/T. Williams/1975, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company/public domain; Let Us Talents 
and Tongues Employ - Fred Kaan/Doreen Potter/1975 Hope Publishing Company; Alleluia, Alleluia, Give Thanks - Donald 
Fishel/Betty Pulkingham/1973 Word of God Music, admin. The Copyright Company; Lord, You Give the Great 
Commission - Jeffery Rowthorn/Cyril Taylor/1978 Hope Publishing Company/1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company. 
Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  
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