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SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH 
FONTANELLE, NEBRASKA 

September 19, 2021 – Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

Gathering + The Word + Community + Sending 
 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit gathers us into one body all together (online and in person!) by God’s grace. 

 
PRELUDE    
                         
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who looks upon us in compassion, forgives our sin, 
     and heals our lives. 
C: Amen. 
P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
+PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
P: Gracious God, 
C: have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of 

sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and 
unknown, things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold 
us by your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
+DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together 

with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts 
through faith. 

C: Amen. 
 
+GATHERING HYMN All Are Welcome      (ELW 641)      Congregation 
 

Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

 
Refrain: 

All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 

Let us build a house where prophets speak, and words are strong and true, 
where all God's children dare to seek to dream God's reign anew. 

Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God's grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus:      Refrain 
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Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us:      Refrain 

 
Let us build a house where hands will reach beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, and live the Word they've known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger bear the image of God's face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger:      Refrain 
 

Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter:      Refrain 
 

Marty Haugen/1994 GIA Publications, Inc./One License 

 
+APOSTOLIC GREETING 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with 

you all. 
C: And also with you. 

 
+PRAYER OF THE DAY   
P: Let us pray, 
C: O God, our teacher and guide, you draw us to yourself and welcome us as beloved children. Help 

us to lay aside all envy and selfish ambition, that we may walk in your ways of wisdom and 
understanding as servants of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 
The Word 

We listen to the Word. 

FIRST LESSON:    Jeremiah 11:18-20 
Today’s reading tells of the suffering of the prophet Jeremiah, who announced God’s word to Judah but 

was met with intense opposition and persecution. Jeremiah continues to trust in God in the midst of his 
suffering. 

 It was the LORD who made it known to me, and I knew; then you showed me their evil deeds. 
But I was like a gentle lamb led to the slaughter. And I did not know it was against me that they 
devised schemes, saying, “Let us destroy the tree with its fruit, let us cut him off from the land of the 
living, so that his name will no longer be remembered!” But you, O LORD of hosts, who judge 
righteously, who try the heart and the mind, let me see your retribution upon them, for to you I have 
committed my cause. 

PSALMODY:     Psalm 54 
1 Save me, O God, by your name; in your might, defend my cause. 
2 Hear my prayer, O God; give ear to the words of my mouth. 
3 For strangers have risen up against me, and the ruthless have sought my life, those who have no 
regard for God. 
4 Behold, God is my helper; it is the Lord who sustains my life.  
5 Render evil to those who spy on me; in your faithfulness, destroy them. 
6 I will offer you a freewill sacrifice and praise your name, O LORD, for it is good. 
7 For you have rescued me from every trouble, and my eye looks down on my enemies.  
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SECOND LESSON:  James 3:13—4:3, 7-8a 
The wisdom God gives unites our hearts and minds. Instead of living to satisfy our own wants and 

desires, we manifest this wisdom in peace, gentleness, mercy, and impartiality toward others. 
Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are done 

with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do not 
be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down from above, but is earthly, 
unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder and 
wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to 
yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of 
righteousness is sown in peace for those who make peace. 
   Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come from 
your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it; so you commit 
murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. You 
do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, in order 
to spend what you get on your pleasures. Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and 
he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

 
+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION           Alleluia, Lord and Savior    Congregation 
 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 
 

Augsburg Fortress 

 
+GOSPEL 
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the 9th chapter. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord. (Reading of Mark 9:30-37.) 

Jesus’ teaching and action in this text are directed to the church whenever it is seduced by the world’s 
definition of greatness: prestige, power, influence, and money. The antidote to such a concern for greatness is 
servanthood. 

Jesus and the disciples went on and passed through Galilee. He did not want anyone to know 
it; for he was teaching his disciples, saying to them, “The Son of Man is to be betrayed into human 
hands, and they will kill him, and three days after being killed, he will rise again.” But they did not 
understand what he was saying and were afraid to ask him. 
   Then they came to Capernaum; and when he was in the house he asked them, “What were 
you arguing about on the way?” But they were silent, for on the way they had argued with one another 
who was the greatest. He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, “Whoever wants to be first 
must be last of all and servant of all.” Then he took a little child and put it among them; and taking it in 
his arms, he said to them, “Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me, and 
whoever welcomes me welcomes not me but the one who sent me.” 
P: The gospel of the Lord. 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Jesus Loves Me   (ELW 595)   Congregation  
 

 Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so; 
little ones to him belong, they are weak, but he is strong. 

Yes, Jesus loves me, yes, Jesus loves me, 
yes, Jesus loves me, the Bible tells me so. 

 
Anna B. Warner/William B. Bradbury/public domain 
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SERMON                    
 
SERMON SONG     Children of the Heavenly Father   (ELW 781)       Congregation 
 

Children of the heav'nly Father safely in his bosom gather; 
nestling bird nor star in heaven such a refuge e'er was given. 

 
God his own doth tend and nourish, in his holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things he spares them, in his mighty arms he bears them. 
 

Neither life nor death shall ever from the Lord his children sever; 
unto them his grace he showeth, and their sorrows all he knoweth. 

 
Though he giveth or he taketh, God his children ne'er forsaketh; 

his the loving purpose solely to preserve them pure and holy. 
 

Carolina Sandell Berg/Ernst W. Olson/1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran Church in America/public domain/One License 

 
Community    

God calls us to be united in God’s love, one in Christ. 
 

+CONFESSION OF FAITH:      APOSTLES’ CREED 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
     I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  

     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  
     He descended into hell.  On the third day he rose again.  
     He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  

      I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,           
      the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
      the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 

+PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
P:  Made children and heirs of God’s promise we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
At the end of each petition: 
 
P:  Lord, in your mercy, 
C:  hear our prayer. 
 
+SHARING OF PEACE 
P: The peace of Christ be with you now and always. 
C: And also with you.  

 
OFFERING/OFFERING REFLECTION      We Give Thee but Thine Own   (ELW 686) 
                Congregation  
 

We give thee but thine own, whate'er the gift may be; 
all that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee. 
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May we thy bounties thus as stewards true receive, 
and gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our first fruits give. 

 
The captive to release, to God the lost to bring, 

to teach the way of life and peace—it is a Christlike thing. 
 

And we believe thy word, though dim our faith may be: 
whate’er we do for thine, O Lord, we do it unto thee. 

 
William W. How/L. Mason and G. Webb/public domain 

 
+OFFERTORY PRAYER 
P: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed us with 

these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have gathered, in 
feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 

 
+DIALOGUE 
P: The Lord be with you.   
C: And also with you.   
P: Lift up your hearts.   
C: We lift them to the Lord.   
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.   

 
+THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE/WORDS OF INSTITUTION   
P: In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

  
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the 

new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 

 
+THE LORD’S PRAYER 
P:  Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray. 
C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
  thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
  as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
      For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

COMMUNION LITURGY      Lamb of God  

 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 
Augsburg Fortress 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN     Will You Let Me be Your Servant   (ELW 659)       Congregation 
 

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

 
We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav'lers on the road; 

we are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 
 

I will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 

 
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I'll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow till we've seen this journey through. 

 
  Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you? 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 

 
Richard Gillard/Betty Pulkingham/1977 Scripture & Song, admin. Integrity Music/Capitol CMG Publishing/CCLI 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 
P: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRYAER  
P: God our shepherd,  
C: You have gathered us again from scattered places and nourished us with rich food in Word and 

sacrament. Go with us now, that we may seek the lost, bind up the injured, and strengthen the 
weak, until you gather us and all the saints into your eternal feast with Jesus Christ, our savior and 
Lord. Amen.  

 
Sending 

We are sent from the worship service, to our serving of God & our neighbors in the week ahead. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS/INSTRUCTIONS  for in-person and online worshippers for departing and the 
week ahead 
    
CLOSING HYMN       Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness (ELW 843)          Congregation 
 

Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light; 
praise the One who frees the pris'ners, turning blindness into sight. 

Praise the One who preached the gospel, healing ev'ry dread disease, 
calming storms and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 

 
Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word; 

praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing, two-edged sword. 
Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert's burning sand; 

from this well comes living water quenching thirst in ev'ry land. 
 

Praise the one true love incarnate: Christ, who suffered in our place; 
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 

Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 
Praise the one redeeming glory; praise the One who makes us one. 

Rusty Edwards/J. Wyeth/1987 Hope Publishing Company/public domain/CCLI/One License 
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BENEDICTION  (please stay seated – ushers will dismiss by pew) 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you; 
     the Lord look upon you with favor  and give you peace. 
C: Amen.                                                                  
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God. We will! 
 
POSTLUDE                                               

 
Rev. Allison Siburg   ---  Pastor 

Tricia Siburg   ---   Musician 
Cynthia Carter, Ava Miller    ---   Acolytes 

Cynthia Carter   ---   Lector 
Health Cabinet      ---   Ushers 

    Health Cabinet   ---   Greeters 
Carrie Flynn   ---   Communion Assistant 

TBA   ---   Sound Room 
Carrie Flynn, Heather Ruwe   ---   Counters   
Erin Miller, Nola Swenson   ---   Altar Guild 

 
WELCOME TO SALEM LUTHERAN CHURCH! 
 Enter in stillness…know that the Lord is God. 
  Listen in reverence…it is God who had made us. 
   Sing with delight…it is God who hears us. 
    Depart in peace…it is God’s gift to you. 
     Serve with joy…it is your gift to God. 
 
THIS WEEK AT SALEM: 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 19:   Worship and Music Mtg.    11:30 am 
      Health Cabinet Hiway Cleanup   11:30 am 
      Root Beer Floats     12:15 pm 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 22:  Mail Shalom 
      Confirmation        6:00 pm 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26:   Sunday School/Confirmation Class     9:30 am 
      Fellowship        9:30 am 
      Worship      10:30 am 
      Health Cabinet Potato Bar    11:30 am 
 
MANY THANKS to Tricia Siburg for serving as our musician this morning. 
 
HEALTH CABINET SPONSORED HIWAY CLEANUP to take place on TODAY following worship.  After the 
clean up root beer floats will be served.   
 
THE HEALTH CABINET will be holding a Baked Potato Bar on Sunday, September 26 following worship.  
Proceeds are designated to Gold Star Mothers of Dodge County. 
 
SHIRLEY KOCHER will turn 90 on September 28 – please remember to send her a card. Her address is 655 W. 
23rd, Apt 517, Fremont.   
 
ALL MIDDLE AND HIGH SHOOL STUDENTS are invited to come to the church basement at 9:30 a.m. for a 
Sunday morning get together once a month, beginning September 19th.  We will then decide what other 
Sunday dates we will gather and topics we will want to discuss. Talk with Erin Miller (720-5014) if you have any 
questions or gifts you're feeling nudged to share!      

7 



FELLOWSHIP TIME is starting again. If you would be interested in serving fellowship – at 9:30 am, please sign 
up online or on the bulletin board. If no one has signed up for a week there will be no coffee or fellowship 
served. Please let Heather Ruwe or Chris Walz, Co-Evangelism chairs, know if you have any questions. Thank 
you for helping us fellowship!  
 
BOOK STUDY IN OCTOBER FOR ADULTS/YOUNG ADULTS -  Read with Pastor Allison "Freeing Jesus" by 
Diana Butler Bass, chapters "Friend," "Teacher," and "Way." We'll meet and discuss during that education 
hour/fellowship time of 9:30am in the library, on the first 3 Sundays in October: 10/3, 10/10, 10/17. Please 
provide your own book. If you're interested, you can find a copy by googling “Freeing Jesus” there will be 
several options to purchase a book or download to your kindle. If you can't get your own copy just let me know 
and we can make arrangements here at church. The book follows different images of Jesus: friend, teacher, 
savior, lord, way, and presence. Come join!  
 
METHODIST FREMONT HEATLH is offering a grief support group in October. The group will meet for three 
consecutive Thursday evenings (October 7, 14, and 21) from 6:30 – 8:30 pm on the third floor of Methodist 
Fremont Health’s Health Park Plaza.  This group is open to anyone dealing with the loss of a loved one – 
whether that is a spouse, parent, child or friend. There is no charge to attend and refreshments will be 
provided.  Participants are asked to wear a mask and appropriately social distance themselves while in the 
building.  Anyone interested or for more information please call Scott Jensen, Methodist Fremont Health 
Chaplain at (402) 727-3663.   
 
GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS PROJECT.  The Sunday School along with the Health Cabinet are asking for 
supplies for Good Shepard Church’s Aspire Greatness Program (an after school program) and are collecting 
supplies for that program.  Supplies needed are: 

• Sports Equipment - basketballs, jump ropes, hula hoops, soccer balls, soccer net made out of PVC pipe 
• Technology - an ipad and stand to operate the Marathon Kids program, at least 6 laptops for online 

schoolwork 
• School supplies - notebooks, pencils, erasers, pens, rulers, graph paper  
• Art supplies - Crayola no drip paint brush pens, colored pencils, color and glitter gel pens, printer paper, 

scissors, glue, tape 
• General supplies - ball bag for the sports equipment (we will have to remove everything every Friday), 

storage containers for supplies 
• Games - board games, card games 
• Sponsor a child for the year - $75 (we ask a nominal fee of each participant if they are able to 

contribute. This amount helps defray the costs of running the program. This fee is not required however 
to insure that every youth who wants to participate in our program is able to. Your donation of $75 can 
cover that fee for one student.) 

The Fremont Area Community Foundation is their fiscal sponsor, so everything goes through them. If you wish 
to make a financial contribution - checks can be made out to the Aspire for Greatness fund, a component fund 
of FACF and mailed to them at the Fremont Area Community Foundation, 1005 E. 23rd #2, Fremont, NE 
68025. Donations are greatly appreciated as we get rolling especially! 

Next Sunday, kids K-5, join us in the Christian Education wing for the first day of Sunday School at 9:30am!"  
 
IT'S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN TO START THINKING ABOUT LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF ITEMS.   
 
Personal Care Kits: 
1 – lightweight bath size towel (darker colors)  
2- bath size bars of soap 
1 – adult size toothbrush 
1-metal nail clippers 
1-adult size sturdy comb 
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Quilts are made by the quilters - supplies and monetary donations are always welcome.  Cotton material is 
preferred for quilt tops and sheets work well for the bottoms (fitted sheets need to be queen size or larger).  
Also needed are hands to tie the quilts – the quilters meet the first and third Mondays of each month at 9:00 am 
(except during the summer).  If you can tie a knot, you can be an asset to the quilters.] 
 
Copyright © 2021. Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Streaming services are offered by and reprinted by permission 
under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SB128703, CCLI license #2336422/20465891; One License #A-
725880.  Scripture readings come from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible. The words and liturgy used for our 
service are copyright 2021 by Sundays and Seasons and are being used and broadcast with permission. All Are Welcome 
- Marty Haugen/1994 GIA Publications, Inc./One License; Jesus Loves Me - Anna B. Warner/William B. Bradbury/public 
domain; Children of the Heavenly Father - Carolina Sandell Berg/Ernst W. Olson/1925 Board of Publication, Lutheran 
Church in America/public domain/One License; We Give Thee but Thine Own - William W. How/L. Mason and G. 
Webb/public domain; Will You Let Me Be Your Servant - Richard Gillard/Betty Pulkingham/1977 Scripture & Song, admin. 
Integrity Music/Capitol CMG Publishing/CCLI; Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness - Rusty Edwards/J. Wyeth/1987 
Hope Publishing Company/public domain/CCLI/One License. Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  
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